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The Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) presents its
compliments to the CICA Member States and has the honour
to forward the recommendations of the Special Working
Group (SWG) meeting of 12 March 2024 and the draft
gggizstgge Memorandum of Establishment of the Partnership Network
on 5 p. of Leading Universities of the CICA Member States as
finalized by the SWG for approval by the Senior Officials
Committee meeting on 14 March 2024.
The Secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to
renew to the CICA Member States the assurances of its
highest consideration.

Astana, 11 March 2024
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SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION
AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA

CEKPETAPUAT COBEIIAHUA 10 B3AMMO/JEHCTBHUIO
U MEPAM JOBEPUA B ABUH

Cekpetapuatr CoBellaHHSI MO B3aUMOJAEHCTBHUIO U
mepam goBepusa B Azuu (CBMJIA) cBUzeTeNbCTBYET CBOe
yBaXkKeHue rocyaapcrBaMm-4jieHaMm CBM/IA v umMmeeT 4ecTb
NpENpPOBOAUTh peKOMeHAAUWU 3acefaHus CrnenuanbHOM
paboueir rpynnbl (CPT'), cocrosBmeroca 12 wMapTa
2024 ropja, a Takxke npoekT MeMmopaHayMa O CO3JaHUHU
[lapTHepcKOU ceTHU BeAyUUX YHUBEPCUTETOB IOCYyJapCTB-
yyneHoB CBM/IA, corniacoBanHbii CPI' 11 yTBepkeHUA Ha
3acegaHun  KomuTera cTapliMx [JOJDKHOCTHBIX — JIULL
14 maprta 2024 ropa.

Cekperapuar N10JIb3YeTCH cJly4yaem, YTOOBI
BO30OHOBUTH rocyjapctBaM-uieHam CBM/IA yBepeHus1 B
CBOEM BeCbMa BbICOKOM YBaXKEHUU.

ropoj ActaHa, 11 mapTta 2024 .

rOCYJAPCTBA-YIEHBI
COBEIIAHMS M0 B3AUMO/IEHCTBHUIO
W MEPAM JIOBEPH B A3UH



Kocbimwa:
amasnraH,
5n.

betipecmu ayoapma

Asuanarel e3apa IC-KUMbBLJI JKoHe CeHIM ulapaJiaphbl
KeHeCiHiH (A3usa KeneciniH) XaTmblabirbl A3us KeHeciHe mylie
MeMJIEKETTepre 63iHiH 30p IJTUNATBIH OUIJ[ipe OTBIPHIII,
2024 xpLirel 12 HaypbI3Zja eTKeH ApHay bl 2KyMbIC TOOBI (AXKT)
OTBIPBICBIHBIH, YCBIHBIMAPbIH oHe 2024 KblIFbl 14 HaypbI3aa
Afa sayasbIM/Zipl TyJIFajlap KOMUTETIHIH, OTBIPBICBIHAA OEKITy
ywin AKT nbiceiKkTaraH A3ud KeHeciHe Mylle MeMJieKeTTep
KeTekui yHUMBeEpCHUTETTEPiHIH, CepIKTEeCTIK KeJsiCiH Kypy
YKOHIHJIeri MeMOpaHAyM K00achlH Ko0J1Jay/ibl ©3iHe MapTebe
caHaupbl.

XaTWbLIbIK OCbl MYMKIHAIKTI MalgasaHa OThIPbII, A3HUS
KeHeciHe Myle MeMJieKeTTepre 63iHiH 30p iITUNATBIH TAaFbI Ja
pacTan/bl.

ActaHa Kasacsl, 2024 xbLirsl 11 HaypeI3

ASUAAAFDBI 63APA IC-KUMbIJI 2 KOHE
CEHIM IIAPAJIAPbI KEHECIHE

MYLIE MEMJIEKETTEP
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Secretariat
RECOMMENDATIONS

of the Special Working Group meeting on 12 March 2024

The Special Working Group (SWG) at its online meeting held on 12 March 2024
recommended the following:

1.  The SWG recommended to the Senior Officials Committee (SOC) that it
approve the draft Memorandum of Establishment of the Partnership Network
of Leading Universities of the CICA Member States for its adoption by the CICA
Ministerial Council.

2.  The SWG recommended to the SOC that it agree to publish national
documents on volunteerism on the CICA website on the basis of consensus, by
providing all Member States a four-week-long period to review each national
document and the opportunity to request the submitting country to adjust the
content of the document, to limit the access to the document on the CICA
website only to the Member States, or to withdraw the document from the CICA
website.

3. The SWG considered the draft annual action plan of the CICA Think Tank
Forum for 2024 and invited Member States to provide comments until
31 March 2024.

4.  The SWG took note of the proposal to establish partnership relations
between CICA and the United Nations Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT)
and invited Member States to provide comments until 31 March 2024.

5. The SWG recommended to the SOC that it approve establishing
partnership relations between CICA and the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UN ESCAP).
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Chairmanship of Kazakhstan

MEMORANDUM OF ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE PARTNERSHIP NETWORK OF LEADING UNIVERSITIES OF THE
MEMBER STATES OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION AND
CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA

We, the representatives of higher education organizations of the Member
States of the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in
Asia (CICA),

- aiming at strengthening partnership between higher education systems,
universities and academic communities of the CICA Member States,

- recognizing the strategic importance of cooperation in the field of higher
education, research and cultural exchange,

have decided to join a CICA partnership network and have come to an
understanding on the following:

1.
The CICA Partnership Network of Leading Universities (PNLU) consists of
leading universities of CICA Member States participating on a voluntary basis.

This Memorandum of Establishment referred as MoE hereinafter sets the
objectives, areas and forms of cooperation of the universities of CICA Member
States, which have joined the PNLU.

The education institutions which have joined to this MoE will be referred as
Members of the PNLU.



This MoE is open to accession for higher education institutions of all CICA
Member States. Joining is carried out by written notification to the CICA
Secretariat through diplomatic channels.

The PNLU Members will act on the basis of the legislation of the CICA
Member States.

This MoE is not a treaty within the meaning of the Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties of May 23, 1969 and does not create benefits and commitments
for the CICA Member States regulated by international law.

2.

The activities of the PNLU are based on the principles of pursuing common
objectives and interests of its Members, openness, equality and trust,
independence and autonomy, practical focus on development of education
systems, close interaction with research centers, and flexibility in choosing forms
and mechanisms of cooperation.

3.
The areas of cooperation within the PNLU are based on the CICA Catalogue
of Confidence Building Measures and other relevant areas decided in writing
among the PNLU Members on the basis of consensus.

4,
The objectives of the PNLU are:

- expansion of cooperation of the CICA Member States in the human
dimension towards strengthening peace, security, stability and prosperity in Asia;
- encouraging exchange among the PNLU Members, to promote scientific
cooperation and academic exchange of students and faculty members;

- development of regional academic mobility of students, faculty members,
scientists in the CICA region;

- introduction and implementation of scholarship programmes within the
framework of joint educational programmes;

- organization and implementation of joint scientific, research and
educational activities, events, programmes and projects.



5.
Structure and forms of cooperation include, but are not limited to:

- implementation of joint educational programmes, academic mobility,
research projects and exchange programmes for teaching staff and students of
PNLU Members;

- short-term training (full-time training for a period from 2 weeks to 1
semester, internships, advanced training courses, guest lectures by faculty
members, experts and scientists);

- long-term training (full-time master's degree training within the “1+1”
scheme: 1 year/semester at a local university, 1 year/semester at a partner
university; joint thesis defense; issuance of two diplomas according to national
laws of the Member States);

- joint events (conferences, scientific and research projects, symposia,
workshops, etc.);

- discussion on harmonization of mechanisms for recognition and
equivalence of educational documents among Members of the CICA PNLU;

- conducting other activities under strategic priorities of the PNLU
determined by its Members;

- preparation and publication of the annual report of the PNLU with
conclusions and proposals for the relevant departments of the CICA Member
States;

- each PNLU Member will strive to provide annually educational grants for
students from CICA Member States.

6.
The PNLU activities will be governed by the Coordination Council composed
of:

- a PNLU Member assigned by the CICA Chairmanship and approved by the
CICA Senior Officials Committee as Chair of the Coordination Council for a two-
year term,

- PNLU Members assigned by the CICA Member States coordinating and co-
coordinating implementation of confidence building measures in the human
dimension;

- a representative of the CICA Secretariat.



The PNLU Coordination Council will plan, coordinate and review PNLU
activities and will annually report to the CICA Senior Officials Committee.

The PNLU Coordination Council will hold its meetings in conjunction with
the Regular meeting of the PNLU Members or more often as necessary.

7.
Regular meetings of the PNLU Members will be held not less than once a
year and convened by the Chair of the PNLU Coordination Council.

Additional meetings of the PNLU Members may be convened at the initiative
of any PNLU Member in consultation with the PNLU Coordination Council.

Organizational costs associated with the holding of PNLU meetings will be
borne by the initiator and/or host of the meeting, international travel expenses of
meeting participants will be borne by the sending PNLU Members.

8.
The date of approval of this MoE by the CICA Ministerial Council will be
considered as the date of the establishment of the PNLU and opening it for
accession of higher education institutions of the CICA Member States.

Any Member may discontinue its membership in the PNLU by a written
notification to the CICA Secretariat through diplomatic channels. Unilateral
discontinuation of the application of this MoE will be without prejudice to the
completion of that Member’s ongoing activities under this MoE, unless otherwise
decided in writing with other PNLU Members participating in these activities.



