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The Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) presents its
compliments to the CICA Member States and has the honor to
convey herewith revision 1 of the draft Concept paper on
Cooperation Among CICA Member States in the Area of
Combating Illicit Drug prepared by the Islamic Republic of Iran
in its capacity as the Coordinator of the corresponding priority
area.

The Secretariat kindly requests Member States to study
the updated draft. Should there be no further comments and
suggestions before 1 July 2024, the document will be submitted
for CICA SWG consideration.

The Secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to renew
to the CICA Member States the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Astana, 7 June 2024
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SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION
AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA

CEKPETAPUAT COBEIIAHUA 110 B3AMMO/JEHCTBHUIO
U MEPAM JOBEPUA B ASUN

CexkpetapuaT CoBelllaHMS 0 B3aUMOJEUCTBUIO U MepaM
nosepus B Asuu (CBM/IA) cBuZeTe/bCTBYET CBOE YBaXKeHHe
rocypapctBaMm-yieHaM CBM/IA u uMmeeT 4yecTb NpenpoBOAUTh
peBusuro 1 mnpoekta KoHuenuuu  coTpyJHHUYECTBA
rocyaapctB-4jeHoB CBM/IA B 06J1acTy Bopb6bl C HE3aKOHHBIM
000pOTOM  HApPKOTHUKOB, MOATOTOBJeHHYW MHciamckon
Pecny61vkon UpaHn B KayecTBe KOOpZAHUHATOpa
COOTBETCTBYIOL e NIPUOPUTETHOM ChepHI.

CekpeTapuaT J00€3HO NPOCUT TOCYyAapCTBaA-YJIEHBI
M3y4YUTb OOHOBJIEHHBIA NPOEKT. B ciydyae OTCYyTCTBUS HOBBIX
KOMMEHTapHeB U CO0OpakeHUH B Cpok o 1 uwusa 2024 roaa
JIOKYMEHT OyJleT HanpaBJieH Ha paccmoTpeHue CPT' CBM/IA.

CekpeTapuar MoJib3yeTcs cjay4aeM, YToObl BO30OHOBHUTh
rocygapcrBaMm-4yieHam CBM/IA yBepeHUda B CBOeM BecCbMa
BbICOKOM yBaKEHMUU.

ActaHa, 7 utoHs 2024 roza

TrOCYJAPCTBA-YIEHBI
COBEIIAHMS 10 B3AUMO/AEHCTBHUIO U
MEPAM /IOBEPUA B A3UU
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betipecmu ayoapma

Asuvdaparbl e3apa iC-KUMbLJI JK9He CeHiM LiapaJjapsbl
keHeciHiH (A3us KeHeciniH) XaTubLibiFbl A3us KeHeciHe Mylie
MeMJIEKETTepre 63iHiH 30p WITUNATBIH Oijljjipe oThIpbin, UpaH
Ucnam Pecny6simkachl «ECIpTKiHIH 3aHCbhI3 alHa/IbIMbIHA KApChl
Kypec» 0achIM caJlaChblHbIH, YHJIECTipyllici peTiHJe a3ipJiereH
A3ua KeHeciHe Myllle MeMJIeKeTTEP/iH THICTI caJjlacblHAAFbl
BIHTBIMAKTACThIK  TypaJbl  TYXbIpbIMJaMa >K00AaCBhIHBIH,
1-peBU3HUACHIH XK0J1ay/bl 63iHE MOpTebe CaHaAWAbI.

XaTWbLIBIK  Mylle MeMJIeKeTTepJeH >KaHAapThbLJIFaH
»kKo6aHbI Kapayabl cypanbl. 2024 *)blafbl 1 misgere Jenid )kaHa
TYCiHIKTeMeJiep MeH eCKepTIieJiep TyCllereH Karjanja KyxKarT
A3ug KeHeci ApHayJibl )KyMbIC TOOBIHBIH, KapayblHa XKibepisieTiH
60s1abl.

XaTWbIIBIK OCbl MYMKIHZIKTI ManWzanaHa OThIpbIN, A3us
KeHeciHe Myllle MeMJieKeTTepre 63iHiH 30p IJITUIATBIH TaFbl [a
pacTan/bl.

Actana Kasachkl, 2024 »KblIFbl 7 MayCbIM

ABUANAFDBI 63APA IC-KUMbIJI 2K9HE

CEHIM INAPAJIAPBI KEHECIHE
MYLIE MEMJIEKETTEP



Draft Concept paper on cooperation among the CICA Member States in
the area of Combating Illicit Drugs

Proposal by the Islamic Republic of Iran
As the Coordinator in the priority area of “Combating Illicit Drugs”
June 2024, revision 1

I. Background

The Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia
(CICA) has adopted the CICA Catalogue of Confidence Building Measures,
hereafter referred as the Catalogue (updated in October 2021), and has agreed
to the realization of these guidelines in practice on bilateral and/or multilateral
basis as voluntarily agreed upon. Security, as one of the core ideas behind the
CICA, is the main concern of all countries, not only in Asia, but at the global level.
The Member States, irrespective of their political or ideological orientation,
need to strengthen their security both individually and collectively. On this
basis, the CICA has so far produced a number of documents in which the ways
and means of strengthening regional security and cooperation have been
agreed. One of these is the Catalogue where the Member States in para 2.2.12
have agreed to “exchange information on the measures taken to curb illicit drug
trafficking”.

Previous concept paper in this area was adopted in August 2008 and serves as
a basis for the current updated version.

On this basis, the Member States:

1. Recognizing the severe threats posed by illicit drug trafficking to the
security and stability of Asia, particularly in countries sharing borders
with major drug-producing regions;

2. Emphasizing the need to implement Confidence-Building Measures
(CBMs) to address and mitigate the impact of illicit drug trafficking in
alignment with the specific needs and challenges faced by Member States;



3. Underscoring the imperative of robust cooperation among Member
States to combat drug trafficking, including exchange of information and
capacity building;

4. Highlighting the escalation of organized and transnational nature of
drug-related crimes, which not only undermine public safety and stability
but also contribute to financing terrorism, posing a direct threat to
regional security and national interests;

5. Attaching importance to the implementation of the United Nations
“Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs 1961” as amended by Protocol
1972, “Convention on Psychotropic Substances 1971” and “Convention
against lllicit Traffic in Narcotic Drug and Psychotropic Substances
1988”;

6. Being alarmed by the serious threat posed by illicit drug production and
trafficking to the security of the region and its negative impact on
political, social, economic and cultural life of the CICA Region;

7. Affirming a strong commitment to addressing the root causes and
conducive conditions of illicit drug production and trafficking, with a
particular focus on countries exposed to more damage and based on
national context and vulnerabilities, in accordance with the principles
and obligations set forth in international law and treaties;

8. Noting with additional concern that the money generated from illegal
drug production and trafficking often feeds into the financing of activities
of terrorist groups. Desiring to take appropriate steps to combat such
transnational criminal activities as money laundering and terror
financing derived from illicit drug production and trafficking narcotic
drugs and chemical precursors; and disrupting the financial networks
associated with such activities, which directly affect countries security
and stability.

9. Determined to provide, when possible, access to treatment, social
reintegration, rehabilitation and aftercare for people who use drugs;

10. Acknowledging the increased challenges posed by ever evolving
new technologies being misused by drug trafficking through dark-net,
cryptocurrencies, encrypted messaging services and social media;



11. Appreciating new threats being encountered by New Psychoactive
Substances (NPS), synthetic drugs and unregulated precursors resulting
with the ever-growing researches, technologies and easy availability of
chemicals.

Reached the understanding regarding the procedure of carrying out
cooperation and

coordination among themselves, so as to combat illicit drug production and
trafficking subject to the respective legislations of their countries.

II. Areas and Forms of Cooperation

Cooperation among the Member States may include, inter alia:

1. Facilitating provision of mutual legal assistance in investigations,
prosecutions and judicial proceedings in relation to illicit drug
production, trafficking and related crimes;

2. Reducing drug demand and supply;

3. Taking joint measures to suppress illegal transportation, drug abuse and
preventing the diversion of precursors from licit to illicit traffic as well as
to eliminate illicit drugs supply sources, cultivation and clandestine
laboratories;

4. Cooperation on alternative development programmes for the deterrence
of production as well as the cultivation of drugs. Enhancing common
efforts on prevention of conditions conducive to spread of production
and cultivation of drugs;

5. Enhancing cooperation in the field of combating illicit drugs production
and trafficking in regional and international arena threugh—regular
ntell; haring!:

6. Exchange of information on the methods of detection and seizure of
concealed drugs, as well on the ‘modus operandi’ used by drug
traffickers;

! Focusing merely on the aspect of intelligence sharing in cooperation in the field of
combating illicit drugs will sensibly affect the scope of Member States’ cooperation in this
regard - in regard to the proposal from a Member State



7. Sharing information on new technological equipment and modern
technologies, applied to detect illicit drugs and increase capacity-building
activities against illicit drug production and trafficking such as experts’
training courses on new technologies, enforcement activities etc.;

8. Exchange of information on New synthetic drugs, unregulated precursors
and New Psychotropic Substances (NPS), precursors and chemicals
including Novel Psychoactive Drugs (NPS);

9. Holding training workshops and meetings for representatives of the
relevant bodies involved in the drug law enforcement, prevention
education, treatment and rehabilitation;

10. Promoting cooperation in the field of legislation and exchange of
legal information among the Member States in accordance with
international treaties;

11. Undertaking joint scientific research on drug control, including
drug forensic analysis;
12. Raising public awareness and disseminating information on the

risks of drug consumption;

13. Implementation of scientific evidence-based demand drug policies,
drug treatment, rehabilitation and harm reduction strategies including
sharing best practices in prevention, treatment and rehabilitation, harm
reduction, drug treatment, rehabilitation, community-based treatment
and rehabilitation (CBTx) interventions, evaluating the effectiveness of
different drug policies, sharing lessons learned from successful scientific
evidence based demand;

14. Identifying and engaging potential donors and aid organizations;

15. Establishing mechanisms for financial assistance and grant funding
and collaborating with international partners to secure donations or
subsidized access to modern technologies;

16. Combating widespread illicit drugs, including synthetic ones, using
IT technologies and cryptocurrencies, strengthening operational
activities and information exchange on the CICA territory

17. Cooperation on combating drug trafficking through the internet
including dark-net, crypto-currencies, encrypted messaging services and
social media through exchange of expertise and best practices;



18. Encouraging member states to enhance the use of INCB platforms
for information sharing such as PEN, PICS and IONICS;

III. Confidentiality of information and documents
Confidentiality level of information and documents provided within
implementation of the present Concept Paper is defined by the providing party.
Information and documents should not be transferred to a third party without
prior written authorization of the providing party.

IV. Meetings
In order to review the situation concerning the illicit drug production and
trafficking
and progress made in implementation of this Concept Paper, the Member States
might meet whenever necessary on voluntary basis.

V.  National Drug Control Focal Points
It is proposed that the Member States might voluntarily inform the CICA
Secretariat about their respective drug control focal points. The Secretariat will
maintain and regularly update the list of focal points and disseminate this
information among the Member States.

VI. Implementation
This Concept Paper will form the basis for conducting further deliberations
aimed at elaborating an Action Plan. Furthermore, Member States are
encouraged to organize relevant seminars, workshops and conferences guided
by Article II of the current Concept paper, in close coordination with the CICA
Secretariat and the Coordinator in the priority area of “Combating Illicit Drugs”.



