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The Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) presents its
compliments to the CICA Member States and has the honour to
forward the recommendations of the Special Working Group
(SWG) meeting of 25 June 2024 and

- The draft High-Level Statement of the CICA Ministerial

Enclosure: Conference on Environmental Issues as amended by the
as stated, SWG;
on7p.

- Thedraft Annual Action Plan of the CICA Think Tank Forum
for 2024 (SOC/2024/DRAFT/4/Rev.3 of 25 June 2024) as
amended and recommended by the SWG for adoption by
the Senior Officials Committee.

The Secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to renew to
the CICA Member States the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Astana, 25 June 2024

MEMBER STATES
OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION
AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES
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SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION
AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA

CEKPETAPUAT COBEIIIAHUA 10 B3AMMO/JEHCTBHUIO
U MEPAM JOBEPUA B ABUH

CekpetapuaTr CoBellaHHSA MO B3aUMOJIEMCTBUIO U Mepam

noepus B Asun (CBM/IA) cBuZeTe/IbCTBYeT CBOe yBaXKeHUE
rocypapcrBaM-uieHaM CBM/IA u nMeeT 4ecTb NpenpoBOAUTH
pekoMeHJauuu 3acefaHus CnenyajibHOW pabovyell TpyMIbI
(CPT"), coctosaBierocsa 25 utona 2024 roaa, u

NpOeKT 3asfABJIeHUSA BBICOKOTO ypOBHA MUHHUCTEpPCKOU
koHpepeHuun CBMJIA no mnpo6JsieMaM 3KOJIOTUHA C
nonpaBkamu CPT;

npoekT ['ogoBoro miana pa6oTel PopyMa aHATIUTHYECKUX
LLEHTPOB CBMJA Ha 2024 roj
(SOC/2024/DRAFT/4/Rev.3 ot 25 uwona 2024 ropa) c
nonpaBkKaMy, pekoMmeHJoBaHHbIM CPI' gna nmpuHATuA
KomurteToM cTapmiux JO/PKHOCTHBIX JIULL.

CekpeTapuar noJib3yeTcs CJy4yaeM, YTOObI BO3OOHOBUTH

rocygapcrsam-4yieHaMm CBM/JIA yBepeHusa B CBOeM BecCbMa
BBICOKOM YBaXK€HUU.

ropog ActaHa, 25 utoHsa 2024 rozaa

€
e
gy

—

L™/
%)
Ij)v - \‘.’,/__/

roCYAAPCTBA-YJIEHBI

COBEIIIAHMA 110 B3AUMO/IEMCTBUIO
U MEPAM JOBEPHA B ABUN
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6elipecmu aydapma

Asuafarel e3apa IC-KUMBLJ JK9He CeHIM LiapaJaphbl

KeHeciHiH (A3us KeHeciHin) XaTmblabirbl A3usi KeHeciHe mylie
MeMJIeKeTTepre e3iHiH 30p ITUNATBIH Oiafipe oThipbin, 2024
KBUIFbI 25 MaycbiMJia eTKeH ApHayJibl XyMbIC TOObI (AXKT)
OTbIPbICBIHBIH, YCbIHBIM/IAPbIH K9HE

AXT Ty3seTrkeH 2024 xblifbl 28 Tambi3Zla 6TeTiH A3us
KeHeciHig JKoJiorua Macesesepi xKeHIHAerT MUHUCTPJIIK
KOHQpepeHLUACbl KOPbITBIH/bI KY>KaTbIHbIH »K00aChIH;
AXT Ty3erkeH xoHe Ara Jiaya3bIMJbl TYJIFajap
KOMUTETIHIH, OTBIPbICbIH/JA OEKITYy VILUiH yCbIHFaH A3us
Keneci Tangay opTtanbiKTapbl GOpyMbIHbIH 2024 bljiFa
apHaJIFaH »KbIJIJIbIK >KYMbIC >KOCITapbIHbIH, »K006acbiH (2024
XKblIFbl 25 wMaycbiMaarbl SOC/2024/DRAFT/4/Rev.3)
YKOJIAAy /bl 63iHe MOpTeOe caHaM/IbI.

XaTWbLIBIK OCbl MYMKIH/IKTI MarMAasaHa OTbIPbII, A3ud

KeHeciHe Mylle MeMJIeKeTTepre 63iHiH 30p JITUNIATBIH TAFbI 1a
pacTan/bl.

Actana KaJsiachl, 2024 XblIFbl 25 MayCbIM

ABUANAFDBI 63APA IC-KUMbIJI 2KOHE

CEHIM IIAPAJIAPBI KEHECIHE
MYILIE MEMJIEKETTEP
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Secretariat
RECOMMENDATIONS

of the Special Working Group meeting on 25 June 2024

The Special Working Group (SWG) at its online meeting held on 25 June 2024
recommended the following:

1. The SWG recommended to the Senior Officials Committee (SOC) that it
consider approving the draft High-Level Statement of the CICA Ministerial
Conference on Environmental Issues on 28 August 2024 for the adoption at the
conference.

2.  The SWG recommended to the SOC that it approve the draft Annual
Action Plan of the CICA Think Tank Forum for 2024.

3.  The SWG recommended to the SOC that it approve the draft concept
paper in the priority area “Security of and in the use of information and
communication technologies (ICTs)” for 2024-2025.



Draft as of 25 June 2024

HIGH-LEVEL STATEMENT OF THE CICA MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE
ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES
Astana, 28 August 2024

We, the Ministers responsible for environmental affairs and high-level
representatives of the Member States of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA), convened in Astana for the CICA
Ministerial Conference on Environmental Issues on 28 August 2024, at the
invitation of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic of

Kazakhstan,

Expressing gratitude to President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev for his visionary

initiative during the Sixth CICA Summit to hold this Conference,

Reaffirming our commitment to addressing the urgent environmental
challenges facing the CICA region within the framework of sustainable

development goals,

Mindful of our common but differentiated responsibilities and respective
capabilities to preserve, protect and improve our environment for the present
and future generations, stressing the importance of fostering cooperation and
implementing effective measures to address pressing environmental issues
recognizing that Asia's diversity and rich potential in natural resources requires
collaborative efforts to ensure the conservation of our natural resources and

mitigation of environmental risks as well as adaptation to such risks,

Emphasizing cooperation in confronting climate disasters before and after they
occur and delivering humanitarian and environmental aid to citizens of

countries,

Encouraging CICA Member States to share learnings, best practices and ideas

from regional projects to confront the negative effects of climate change and
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biodiversity loss and pollution, holding conferences and seminars for CICA

countries to enhance environmental cooperation,

Recognizing the vulnerability of many CICA Member States to climate change,
stressing collective action on the basis of equity and common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities within the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its Paris Agreement,
encouraging (ISR tcb) developed countries to provide
new financial sources to finance adaptation and mitigation measures of CICA

countries,

Acknowledging the comprehensive significance of a green and sustainable
economy in the context of sustainable development, strongly committing to
adopting measures to increase ecological awareness and cultivate ecological
culture, striving to exchange knowledge, best practices and practical
experiences on circular economy and enhance cooperation for sustainable
development goals in a balanced and integrated manner under the CICA
platform, while recognizing the special capacities and capabilities of developing

countries in this regard.

Emphasizing the critical importance of multilateral cooperation and knowledge
exchange among CICA Member States, including the regional implementation
of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and Global

Framework on Chemicals among the interested parties.

Reiterating the importance of addressing the pressing challenges posed by all
forms of pollution in our communities, we encourage the implementation of
environmentally friendly solutions, including the Zero Waste Initiative, taking

into account national circumstances and capabilities.



Emphasizing the critical nature of clean water, climate resilience in the water
sector, as well as marine and coastal ecosystem conservation, stressing the
importance of continuous efforts for restoration of coastal ecosystem for coastal
protection as well as enhancing integrated and sustainable water management
related to environment at all appropriate levels through extensive exchange of

best practices.

Encouraging the strengthening of cooperation in the field of adaptation,
especially the agriculture, health, and water sectors, to achieve water

sustainability, food security and nutrition and good health for all countries.

DECIDED TO CHART THE FUTURE COURSE OF OUR COOPERATION AS

FOLLOWS:

1. Acknowledging the vital need for proactive and sustained efforts in
addressing the pressing environmental issues facing our region, consistent
sharing of best practices, and fostering regular meetings between relevant
ministries or agencies, we believe it could be beneficial to foster cooperation
between the CICA Member States in the field of environment.

2. We commit to strengthening cooperation in the field of water management
related to environment, including capacity building and mutual technological
transfer especially in line with the sustainable development goals.

3. Understanding the gravity of climate change and its cross-cutting impact on
our region, we affirm our commitment to engage in exchange of experiences,
best practices and achievements to tackle climate change and its impact and
adaptation within the purview of UNFCCC and its Paris Agreement and in
the context of sustainable development and poverty eradication. These
actions will address the negative consequences of environmental factors
and engage all relevant stakeholders in a collective effort to promote

environmental awareness in the CICA region.



4. We intend to improve the quality of life and health and to promote the
exchange of experiences on climate change mitigation and adaptation,
reversing biodiversity loss, sustainable water management related to
environment, ecosystem management and pollution control.

5. We commit to supporting CICA Member States in achieving their

environmental goals and to promoting sustainability in our nations.

In conclusion, we reiterate our commitment to the principles of CICA and our
common but differentiated responsibilities to address environmental and
climate challenges. This High-level statement serves as a testament to our

collective determination to create a sustainable future for the CICA region.

Astana, 28 August 2024
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Chairmanship of Kazakhstan

DRAFT ANNUAL ACTION PLAN
of the CICA Think Tank Forum for 2024

The following activities will be implemented to strengthen exchanges among
CICA Think Tank Forum (TTF) members in 2024:

1. The Twelfth CICA Think Tank Forum will be held in September or October
2024. The Forum will focus on issues concerning peace, stability and
cooperation in Asia in 2024 and the improvement of the TTF mechanism as well
as commemorate the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of the
Principles Guiding Relations between the CICA Member States. The Forum will
bring together representatives from think tanks of CICA Member States to
address CICA’s top priorities and provide concrete policy recommendations for
the synergistic interaction in different areas of CICA, as well as for the further
development of CICA.

2. Several interactive training workshops will be organized and include the
participation of CICA veterans (Executive Directors of the CICA Secretariat) and
young specialists from think tanks of CICA Member States. Small-scale
academic workshops centering around the themes, such as multipolarity,
multilateralism and globalization, will be held in accordance with the top
priorities on the regional security and cooperation agenda, and serve as a
platform for dialogue in areas of energy, food, climate, water resources,
economy and trade, digital economy, and youth. TTF members may choose to
moderate a workshop on one of the above areas. Key takeaways may be
circulated by the Secretariat and the TTF network.

3. A handbook may be created to support the development of small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). Think tanks of the CICA Member States are



encouraged to leverage their respective expertise, research the experience of
effective measures in their own countries to support the development of SMEs
and create an e-book for the CICA Business Council members.

4, Information and analytical support to the activities of CICA will be
fostered through the contribution of analytical, research and forecast reports
from TTF members across all dimensions of CICA. Working reports may include
analysis of hotspot issues of Asian security, Asia security outlook and review of
2024, top 10 CICA news events, and others. These research outcomes will be
released through social media platforms.

5.  The CICA TTF focal points network will be strengthened and expanded in
order to facilitate exchange of information. TTF members may share their
views and suggestions on CICA and submit their publication information to the
Secretariat to produce a catalogue of publications of the TTF member
institutions.

6. A thematic dialogue titled “Accelerating Gender Equality and Women's
Empowerment” will be held among TTF members. The dialogue aims to
provide recommendations for strengthening the position of women in CICA
Member States.

7. Concept papers and administrative notes of planned activities will be
circulated among CICA Member States and TTF members in advance, including
information about organizers and participants, as well as the terms of financial
support.



