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SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION
AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA

CEKPETAPUAT COBEIIAHUA 110 B3AMMO/JEHCTBHUIO
U MEPAM JOBEPUA B ABUH

The Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) presents its
compliments to the CICA Member States and has the honour to
inform that in accordance with the CICA Plan of
Implementation of Confidence Building Measures for 2024 the
CICA Secretariat together with the UNESCAP Secretariat are
going to organize a side-event dedicated to the leveraging
digital innovation for sustainable development in Asia and the
Pacific region, which is planned to be held on the margins of the
80th ESCAP Session (Bangkok, 22-26 April 2024).

In accordance with the General guidelines for conducting
events on implementation of CICA CBMs the Secretariat has the
honor to convey herewith the corresponding draft concept
paper and Kkindly requests Member States to provide
suggestions or comments, if any, they might have regarding it
by 29 February 2024.

The Secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to renew
to the CICA Member States the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Astana, 9 February 2024

MEMBER STATES

OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION AND
CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA
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SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION
AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA

CEKPETAPUAT COBEIIAHUA 110 B3AMMO/JEHCTBHUIO
U MEPAM JOBEPUA B ABUH

Cekperapuat CoBelaHUA 110 B3aUMOJENUCTBUIO U MepaM
nosepus B Asuu (CBM/IA) cBuZeTe/bCTBYET CBOE YBaXKeHUe
rocypapcrBaMm-yieHaM CBM/IA 1 uMeeT 4eCcTb COOOIUTD, YTO
B cooTBeTcTBUM C I[lnanom CBMJ/IA no peanusauuu Mep
nosepuda Ha 2024 rop Cekperapuatr CBMJIA coBMecTHO ¢
Cekpetapuatom IJCKATO OOH mnsiaHupyroT OpraHu3oBaThb
TeMaTHU4eCKOe MepONpUATHE, NOCBALEeHHOE UCII0Jb30BAHUI0
nMQPpPOBLIX MHHOBALMU B LeJsAX YCTOUYMBOrO Pa3BUTHUSA B
A3uu ¥ THUXOOKeaHCKOM pervoHe, KOTOpPOe IpeArnoJaraeTrcsd
npoBectu «Ha nouasx» 80- Ceccun ICKATO (BaHrkok,
22-26 anpens 2024 r.).

B  coorBerctBUM ¢  OOIIMMH  PYKOBOAALIUMHU
NPUHLUIIAMU POBeIeHUSA MepOIIPUATUM 110 OCyLeCTBJIEHUIO
M/l CBM/JIA CekpeTapyaT uMeeT 4eCTb IPelpOBOAUTDL IPOEKT
COOTBETCTBYIOIEM  KOHUENUMU U  JIIOOE3HO  MPOCUT
roCyapCTBa-4JeHbl NpPeLOoCTaBUTh MNpeIJIOKEeHUs  WUJIU
3aMevyaHUs K Hel, NPy HaJIMuMH, B CPOK 10 29 dpeBpansa 2024
roza.

CekpeTapuar MoJib3yeTcs cjay4aeM, YToObl BO30OHOBHUTh
rocygapcrBam-yieHam CBM/IA yBepeHUs B CBOeM BecCbMa
BbICOKOM YBaXKEHUU.

ActaHa, 9 peBpans 2024 roga




betipecmu ayoapma

Asuafarel e3apa IC-KUMbBLJI JKoHe CeHIM uiapaJiaphbl
KeHeCiHiH (A3usa KeHeciniH) XaTmblabirbl A3us KeHeciHe mylie
MeMJIEKETTepPre 63iHiH 30p I/ITUNATBIH Oijjipe OThIpbIN, A3Us
Keneciniyg, 2024 xblifa apHa/iFaH CeHIM IlIapaJlapblH Ky3ere
acelpy OKeHiHJeri JKocmapblHa couKec A3usa KeHeciHiH
XatuibibiFbl BYY ATMJOK XaTumiblibiFbiMeH 6ipJiecin 80-mri

ATMD3OK ceccusicbiHbIH asgcbiHAa (baHrkoK, 2024 KblaFbl 22-26
Kocvimwa:

amanran, 41, coyip) A3sus MeH ThIHBIK MYXUTbl allMaFblHJA TYPaKThl JaMy

MaKcaTbiHJa [UAOPJABbIK HWHHOBALMSAJapAbl NakAajaHyFa
apHaJIFaH TaKbIPBINTHIK ic-11apa YUBIMAACTHIPYAbI 2KOCHapJial
OTbIpFaHbIH XabapJiayAbl 63iHe MapTebe caHaAUbI.

A3ua KeHeciHiH ceHiIM IapajiapblH Ky3ere acbIpy
KOHIHJeri ic-mapajapAbl  OTKI3y[iH >Ka/lbl OACHIBLIBIK,
KaruJaTTapblHa CoKKeC XaTWbLIbIK TUICTI TY>KbIPbIMJAMaHbIH,
»)KoOacblH ’KoJifam, Mylle MemieKeTTepleH 2024 KblIFbl
29 aKnaH¥fa JIeHiH YChIHbICTAp HEMecCe TYCiHiKTeMeJep xibepyai
Cypauzpbl.

XaTWbLIBIK OCbl MYMKIHZIKTI ManWzanaHa OThIpbIN, A3us
KeHeciHe Myllle MeMJieKeTTepTre 63iHiH 30p iJITUIATBIH TaFbl [a
pacTau/ibl.

ActaHa KaJsacbl, 2024 >kblIFbl 9 aKnaH

ASUAAATDBI 63APA IC-KUMbIJI ’KOHE
CEHIM IIAPAJIAPBI KEHECIHE MYIIIE
MEMJIEKETTEP



Draft concept paper
CICA - ESCAP side event on "Leveraging digital innovation for sustainable
development in Asia and the Pacific”
Bangkok, 22-26 April 2024

Background

With diverse countries ranging from developed to developing, Asia and the Pacific
faces both opportunities and challenges in sustainable development. In particular,
despite the great progress in deepening regional connectivity through information
and communication technologies, the region is still the most digitally divided one
in the world. Millions of people are shut out from transformative digital

opportunities in education, health and financial services.

At the same time, digital innovations are pivotal for building resilience, deepening
connectivity, as well as for regional sustainable development. Leveraging digital
technologies holds promise for economic growth, social well-being, and
environmental conservation. Digital solutions, big data, sustainable digitalization,
and green technologies, can catalyze progress for healthcare, education,
agriculture, sustainability, environmental and financial inclusion, most

importantly aligning with Sustainable Development Goals.

CICA plays a vital role in Asia in advancing SDGs through cooperation, workshops,
and partnerships guided by its Catalogue of confidence building measures.
Recognizing regional collaboration's essence, CICA engages with international

organizations and development partners to promote best practices.

ESCAP promotes inclusive, resilient and sustainable development in Asia and the
Pacific by generating action-oriented knowledge, and by providing technical
assistance and capacity-building services in support of national development

objectives, regional agreements and the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for
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Sustainable Development, including in close cooperation with other United

Nations entities and intergovernmental organizations in the region.

The event could also deepen the policy dialogue among policy-decision-makers
and key stakeholders on the key findings and policy recommendations of the
Commission’s 2024 theme study: “Leveraging digital innovation for sustainable
development in the Asia-Pacific region” and the follow-up Asia-Pacific Ministerial
Conference on Digital Inclusion and Transformation, to be hosted by the

Government of Kazakhstan in Astanal, in September/October 2024.

Recognizing the importance of regional partnerships, it is reasonable to explore
the potential of CICA and ESCAP collaboration for the benefit of sustainable
development in Asia and the Pacific. The proposed side-event could be the first

step in this direction.

Objectives

Objective 1: Highlight sustainable digital innovations in accordance with the CICA

Catalogue of Confidence building measures and ESCAP Programme of Work.

Objective 2: Promote cross-border collaboration on digital innovations to address

SDGs and climate risks.
Objective 3: Promoting digital inclusion across the region.

Objective 4: Share information on CICA and ESCAP regional profiles.

1 Members and associate member States at the 79t session of the ESCAP Commission in May 2023 decided to convene
a ministerial conference on digital inclusion and transformation to accelerate the implementation of the Sustainable
Development Goals and regional technology initiatives by adopting resolution 79/10 titled “Promoting digital cooperation
and inclusion through the Action Plan for Implementing the APIS Initiative, 2022—2026.”



Date and Time

One day between 22 - 26 April 2024 (Date TBC), as a side event of the 80t ESCAP

Session
60-90 minutes

Venue

United Nations Conference Center, Bangkok, Thailand. (Meeting Room TBC)

Format of the event

Hybrid (TBC), to be broadcast via UN Web TV (TBC)

Working languages and interpretation

English and Russian with simultaneous interpretation.

Organizers of the Side Event

ESCAP secretariat and CICA Secretariat

o ESCAP secretariat: SONCA with IDD support

e C(CICA Secretariat

Target audience

Experts from the relevant ministries and agencies, academia from CICA and ESCAP
countries, UN representatives, delegates of the 80t ESCAP Session, Bangkok’s

diplomatic corps

Proposed Agenda

Welcoming remarks/keynote speakers:

H.E. Mr. Kairat Sarybay, CICA Secretary General,
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Ms. Armida Salsiah Alisjahbana, Under-Secretary-General of the United

Nations and ESCAP Executive Secretary,

H.E. Mr. Murat Nurtleu, Deputy Prime Minister - Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Kazakhstan (TBC).

Speakers / Presentations: experts from ESCAP and CICA Secretariats, UN Resident
coordinator in Thailand, Regional Director for Asia-Pacificc UNDCO,
representatives from Thailand (sustainable development), Republic of Korea and
Bangladesh (Information Technologies), members of CICA Think Tank Forum,
officials from the Ministry of Emergency Situations of the Kyrgyz Republic to share
their experience on the successful deployment of Central Asia Drought

Information System in Kyrgyzstan.
Open Discussions: national interventions, Q&A

Expected Outcomes

Fostering a deeper understanding of sustainable digital innovations and
their relevance to addressing pressing regional challenges, as well as promoting
increased regional collaboration and partnerships in harnessing digital solutions
for environmental and developmental issues, ultimately advancing sustainable

development goals in Asia and the Pacific, synergy between CICA and ESCAP.

Outcomes and deliberations of the side-event could be included in a final

report.

Contact Information

e ESCAP secretariat: SONCA with IDD support (TBC)
e CICA Secretariat, Mr. Arkady Koshcheev, Senior officer -

a.koshcheev@s-cica.org, Mr. Ugur Turan, Expert - ugur.turan@s-cica.org
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