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SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION
AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA

CEKPETAPUAT COBEIIAHHA 110 B3AMMO/JEHCTBHUIO
U MEPAM JOBEPUA B ABUH

The Secretariat of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA) presents its
compliments to the CICA Member States and on behalf of the
CICA Chairmanship has the honour to forward a draft outcome
document of the CICA Ministerial Conference on Environmental
Issues scheduled for 28 August 2024.

The draft outcome document was considered at the
Experts Meetings on 19 February and 5 March 2024, and will be
submitted for consideration at the next meetings of the Special
Working Group and the Senior Officials Committee.

The Secretariat avails itself of this opportunity to renew
to the CICA Member States the assurances of its highest
consideration.

Astana, 6 March 2024
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SECRETARIAT OF THE CONFERENCE ON INTERACTION
AND CONFIDENCE BUILDING MEASURES IN ASIA

CEKPETAPUAT COBEIIAHHA 110 B3AMMO/JEHCTBHUIO
U MEPAM JOBEPUA B ABUH

CekpeTtapuar CoBelllaHHMS 10 B3AaUMOAEHNCTBUIO U MEpPAM
noBepus B Asuu (CBM/IA) cBUETENBCTBYET CBOE YBaXKEHUE
rocygapcrBaM-4yjeHam CBM/JA Y, oT HUMEHU
[IpeaceparenscrtBa CBM/IA, MMeeT 4eCTb HAallpaBUThb MPOEKT
WTOTOBOTO JIOKyMeHTa MuHuctepckor koHpepenuuu CBM/IA
no npo6seMaM 3KOJIOTUH, 3allJIaHUPOBAaHHOM Ha 28 aBrycra
2024 ropa.

[IpoeKT UTOroBOro JOKyMeHTa ObLJI pacCMOTPEH Ha
BCTpedax skcnepToB 19 ¢peBpasisa u 5 mapta 2024 rona u 6yaet
npejCcTaBJeH Ha pacCMOTpeHUe OJIMKAWIIMX 3acefaHUU
CnenuanbHOM paboyed rpynnbl U KomuTeTa cTapuiux
JOJDKHOCTHBIX JIULL.

Cekperapuar N0JIb3YeTCs c/y4yaem, YTOOBI
BO300OHOBUTL rocyaapcrBam-ujeHam CBMJ/IA yBepeHuss B
CBOEM BeCbMa BbICOKOM YBAXKEHUM.

ropoj ActaHa, 6 MapTa 2024 r.

rOCY/JAPCTBA-YIEHBI
COBEILIAHMS 110 B3AUMOJEUCTBHIO U
MEPAM /IOBEPUA B A3UU
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6etipecmu aydapma

Asusiarpl e3apa IC-KMMbLJI »K9He CeHiM IIapaJsaphbl
kKeHeciHiH (A3us KeHeciHiH) XaTmbibibl A3us KeHeciHe Mylie
MeMJIEKETTepre 63iHiH 30p inTUNATbIH OUIZipe/i *koHe A3us
Keneci TeparasiblfbIlHbIH aTblHaH 2024 Kblifbl 28 TaMmbi3Ja
eTeTiH A3uda KeHeciHiH 3JkoJsiorusd MaceJsesiepi XKeHiHAeri
MUHUCTPJIIK  KOHQEPEHLUACBIHbIH, ~ KOPBITBIHABI  KYXKaT
»K0OAChIH K0J1/1ay bl 63iHE MOpTeOe CaHaAUIbI.

KopbITbIHABI KyKaT ko06acbl 2024 xblaFbl 19 aknana
>)koHe 5 HaypbI3Za 6OTKeH capalllbljap Ke3jecyJepiHzae
KapaJs/ibl koHe ApHayJibl )XYMbIC TOObI MeH Afa Jiaya3bIM/bl
TyJIFaJlap KOMMTETIHIH, a/ifaFbl OTBIPbICTAPbIHBIH, KapayblHa
YCBIHBLJIATBIH 00J1a/Ibl.

XaTWbIIBIK OCbl MYMKIHAIKTI alasaHa OTbIPbII, A3HUs
KeHeciHe Myle MeMJieKeTTepre e3iHiH 30p JITUNATBIH TAFbI Ja
pacTau/bl.

Actana Kasnacsl, 2024 KblIFbI 6 HAYpbI3

ASUAAAYDBI 63APA IC-KUMbIJI ’KOHE
CEHIM IIAPAJIAPbI KEHECIHE
MYIIE MEMJIEKETTEP



Draft as of 5 March 2024

HIGH-LEVEL STATEMENT OF THE CICA MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE
ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

Astana, 28 August 2024

We, the Ministers responsible for environmental affairs and high-level
representatives of the Member States of the Conference on Interaction and
Confidence Building Measures in Asia (CICA), convened in Astana for the CICA
Ministerial Conference on Environmental Issues on 28 August 2024, at the
invitation of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of the Republic of

Kazakhstan.

We thank President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev for his visionary initiative during
the Sixth CICA Summit to hold this Conference.

Reaffirming our commitment to addressing the urgent environmental
challenges facing the CICA region, we acknowledge the increasing impact of

climate change and its potential implications.

Ensuring just, orderly, fair and equitable transitions towards low-emission,
climate-resilient and sustainable economies is also relevant to the issue of de-

carbonization.

Mindful of our common but differentiated responsibilities to preserve, protect
and improve our environment for the present and future generations, we stress
the importance of fostering cooperation and implementing effective measures
to address pressing environmental issues such as climate change, biodiversity
loss, and pollution. Asia's diversity and rich potential in natural resources in a

rapidly changing climate requires collaborative efforts to ensure the



conservation of our natural resources and mitigation of environmental risks as

well as adaptation to such risks.

Emphasizing cooperation in confronting climate disasters before and after they
occur and delivering humanitarian and environmental aid to citizens of

countries.

Encouraging CICA Member States to submit joint regional projects to confront
the negative effects of climate change and nature loss and pollution. Holding
conferences and seminars for CICA countries to enhance environmental

cooperation.

We commit to supporting CICA Member States in achieving their environmental

goals and to promoting sustainability in our nations.

Recognizing the vulnerability of many CICA Member States to climate change,
we stress collective action on the basis of equity and common but differentiated
responsibilities and respective capabilities within the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its Paris Agreement, CICA
Member States encourage developed countries to provide new financial
sources to finance adaptation and mitigation measures of developing countries

to address loss and damage and adaptation issues.

Acknowledging the comprehensive significance of a green economy in the
context of Sustainable Development, we strongly commit to adopting measures
to increase ecological awareness and cultivate ecological culture. Our goal is
to exchange knowledge, best practices and practical experiences on circular
economy and enhance cooperation for sustainable development goals in a
balanced and integrated manner under the CICA platform, while recognizing

the special capacities and capabilities of developing countries in this regard.



Emphasizing the critical importance of multilateral cooperation and knowledge
exchange among CICA Member States, including the regional implementation

of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework.

[Acknowledging the importance of Jordan’s Climate-Refugee Nexus initiative,

announced during COP27, an initiative that will prioritize support for refugee-

hosting countries disproportionately impacted by the climate crisis] (+JOR)
(-CHN) (-CHAIR)

(-EGY)

Emphasizing the critical nature of clean water, water conservation, climate
resilience in the water sector, as well as marine and coastal ecosystem
conservation, we stress the importance of continuous efforts for restoration of
coastal ecosystem for coastal protection as well as enhancing integrated and
sustainable water management related to environment at all appropriate levels

through extensive exchange of best practices.

Strengthening cooperation in the field of adaptation, especially the agriculture,
health, and water sectors, and cooperation should be encouraged to achieve

water sustainability, food security and nutrition and good health for all countries.

DECIDED TO CHART THE FUTURE COURSE OF OUR COOPERATION AS
FOLLOWS:

1. [Acknowledging the vital need for permanent regional collaboration and
consistent sharing of best practices, fostering regular meetings, and jointly
formulating strategies, as appropriate, to tackle environmental challenges
within the CICA framework, we believe it is rational to institutionalize

cooperation between CICA Member States in the field of ecology and the
3



environment by creating a CICA advisory body, namely the CICA
Environmental Council. This recommendation reflects our collective
commitment to proactive and sustained efforts in addressing the pressing
environmental issues facing our region.| (-RUS) (+CHAIR)

. In pursuit of sustainable environmental policy, we advocate the initiation of
discussions and exchange of experiences of Carbon Market among CICA
Member States, in respect to the capabilities of each country.

. Strengthen cooperation in the field of water management related to
environment, including capacity building and mutual technological transfer
especially in line with the sustainable development goals.

. Understanding the gravity of climate change and its cross-cutting impact on
our region, we affirm our commitment to engage in exchange of experiences,
best practices and achievements to tackle climate change and its impact and
adaptation within the purview of UNFCCC and its Paris Agreement and in
the context of Sustainable Development and poverty eradication. These
actions will address the negative consequences of environmental factors
and engage all relevant stakeholders in a collective effort to promote
environmental awareness in the CICA region.

. Increase capacity building efforts across various aspects of marine and
coastal management, biodiversity conservation, marine and coastal spatial
planning, coastal ecosystem protection and restoration, to empower
stakeholders with the knowledge and skills necessary for effective and
sustainable management practices.

. We commit to strengthening the exchange of experience on climate change,
biodiversity loss, and air pollution control caused by industry, energy, and

transport to improve the air quality, and enhance the quality of life and health.



In conclusion, we reiterate our commitment to the principles of CICA and our
common but differentiated responsibilities to address environmental and
climate challenges. This High-level statement serves as a testament to our

collective determination to create a sustainable future for the CICA region.

Astana, 28 August 2024



