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Introduction

On 29 May 2025, Azerbaijan’s CICA Chairmanship, in collaboration with the
CICA Secretariat, hosted a hybrid side event titled “Water Security and Climate
Resilience: Addressing Environmental Challenges in CICA Member States.”
Held alongside the High-Level International Conference on Glaciers’
Preservation in Dushanbe, Tajikistan, in a hybrid format, the event convened
representatives from 11 CICA Member States (Azerbaijan, Bahrain,
Bangladesh, China, Kazakhstan, Kuwait, Mongolia, Sri Lanka, Tajikistan,
Thailand and Turkiye), international organizations (United Nations Economic
and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (UNESCAP), Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO), Islamic Organization for Food Security
(IOFS) and experts. It focused on dialogue on glacier retreat, water security
and climate resilience, reinforcing CICA’s role as an important platform for

environmental diplomacy.

During the side event, 14 speakers participated, including 7 representatives
from CICA Member States, 3 from international and 2 from the CICA
Secretariat. 11 speakers attended in person, while 3 joined online. (The full list

of speakers and their statements at the side event are annexed to this report).
Key Points of Speakers’ Statements

Welcoming Remarks made by H.E. Alimirzamin Askerov, Ambassador of

Azerbaijan to Tajikistan, Mr. Isfandiyor Shukurzoda, First Deputy Chairman,



Committee for Environmental Protection, Tajikistan and Mrs. Zhang Ling, CICA

Deputy Secretary General.

H.E. Alimirzamin Askerov (Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Tajikistan) outlined
Azerbaijan’s CICA Chairmanship vision, “Stronger CICA: Connectivity,
Digitalization and Sustainable Growth in Asia,” emphasizing confidence-
building measures to tackle transboundary environmental challenges and
leveraging COP29’s legacy for regional cooperation. Mr. Isfandiyor
Shukurzoda (First Deputy Chairman, Committee for Environmental Protection,
Tajikistan) highlighted Tajikistan’s leadership in glacier preservation,
advocating for 2025 as the International Year of Glaciers’ Preservation and
proposing an International Fund for Glacier Conservation to address water
security and regional stability. Mrs. Zhang Ling (CICA Deputy Secretary
General) stressed glacier loss as a threat to water security, biodiversity and
disaster resilience, reaffirming CICA’'s commitment to equitable water
governance and sustainable development following the 2024 CICA Ministerial

Conference on Environmental Issues.

Keynote Speakers were Mr. Shahin Shahyarov, Acting Director of Analysis and
Strategic Studies Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan
and Senior Representative from COP29 Presidency, and Dr. Ugur Turan,

Expert in the environmental dimension of the CICA Secretariat.

Mr. Shahin Shahyarov (Senior Representative of the COP29 Presidency)
presented key historic outcomes of Baku COP and various COP29 Action
Agenda initiatives, among which water issues became one of the priorities. He
further detailed the Baku Dialogue on Water for Climate Action, endorsed by 71
countries, including 11 CICA Member States, aiming to ensure that water is no
longer a silent victim of climate change, but rather a catalyst for climate
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solutions and to foster inclusive partnerships and transboundary cooperation
for climate resilience. Dr. Ugur Turan (Expert, CICA Secretariat) presented
outcomes from the 2024 CICA Ministerial Conference, focusing on climate
adaptation, biodiversity conservation, sustainable water management and

pollution control as pillars of CICA’s environmental agenda.

The open discussions were aimed to present various perspectives and best
practices from different CICA countries and international organizations serving
to broader understanding of most needed actions and cooperation in the
context of water security, climate resilience and sustainable development of the

region,

Prof. Dr. Lutfi Akca (President, Turkish Water Institute, SUEN) shared
Tarkiye's water efficiency campaigns, including optimized irrigation and public
awareness initiatives, as replicable models for water-scarce CICA regions. Mr.
Buyannemekh Boris (Director General, Ministry of Environment and Climate
Change, Mongolia) showcased Mongolia’s “One Billion Trees” initiative, a
reforestation effort to combat climate change, enhance water retention and
bolster ecosystem resilience. Dr. Winai Wangpimool (Director, Foreign Affairs
Division, Mekong River Commission Secretariat, Thailand) discussed the
Mekong River Commission’s nature-based solutions, such as wetland
restoration, to promote water security and regional cooperation in the Mekong
basin. Ms. Fariza Abduova (Head of Division, Ministry for Ecology and Natural
Resources, Kazakhstan) presented Kazakhstan’s revised Water Code, which
strengthens governance through improved regulations and transboundary
cooperation to address shrinking water availability. Ms. Kong Zhe (Deputy
Division Director, Ministry of Ecology and Environment, China) highlighted
China’s Al-driven water monitoring technologies for real-time quality and flow

management, enhancing climate resilience and resource efficiency.
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Mr. Anshuman Varma (UNESCAP) pledged technical support and knowledge
exchange for glacier preservation, aligning with regional and global
sustainability goals. Mr. Margulan Ibraimov (SCO) emphasized shared
environmental challenges and SCO’s commitment to deepen collaboration with
CICA on water and climate resilience. Mr. Bakytzhan Arystanbek (IOFS)
underscored water's role in food security, detailing initiatives like water
purification projects in Afghanistan and proposing knowledge exchange to

scale solutions.

Main Outcomes

The side event facilitated constructive dialogue among Member States,
showcasing innovative national strategies to address glacier retreat and water
security challenges. The speakers’ contributions demonstrated a unified
commitment to addressing water security and sustainable development through
innovative and collaborative approaches. The diverse strategies, from Turkiye’s
water efficiency campaigns to China’s technological innovations and
Mongolia’s reforestation efforts, highlighted the potential for knowledge-sharing

across Member States.

The event strengthened partnerships with international organizations, including
UNESCAP, SCO and IOFS, creating opportunities for technical exchanges and
joint projects. International organizations’ pledges for technical support and
collaboration further validated CICA’s growing influence in global environmental

diplomacy, positioning it as a key platform for regional solutions.

It built on the 2024 CICA Ministerial Conference on Environmental Issue’s
outcomes and COP29’s legacy, solidifying CICA’s commitment to climate
adaptation, biodiversity conservation and sustainable water management.

Azerbaijan’s leadership as CICA Chair further elevated the global visibility of
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CICA’s environmental initiatives and reinforced CICA’s role as a catalyst for
environmental cooperation. The emphasis on COP29’s legacy and the 2024
CICA Ministerial Conference on Environmental Issues outcomes underscored
the importance of sustained political will and coordinated action, aligning
national priorities with global climate goals to ensure long-term resilience and

sustainability.

In last, from CICA’s perspective, the event reaffirmed the value of multilateral
dialogue in shaping effective regional responses to shared environmental

challenges, particularly in the areas of glacier retreat and water security.
Conclusion and Expert Analysis

The side event highlighted the urgent need to address water security and
climate resilience in the CICA region, where glacier melt threatens water
supplies for over 1.5 billion people. Approximately 60% of Asia’s glaciers,
particularly in the Hindu Kush-Himalaya and Central Asia, may disappear by
2100 under current warming scenarios, reducing water availability by around
20% in countries like Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. Central Asia’s per
capita water availability has already declined dramatically over the past two
decades due to glacier retreat, population growth and inefficient water usage.
Environmental challenges, including biodiversity loss, desertification and glacial

lake outburst flood risks, further threaten regional stability.

CICA Member States viewed the platform as vital for fostering dialogue, sharing
innovative solutions and coordinating transboundary efforts. Speakers
emphasized collective action, technology and nature-based solutions, aligning
with global frameworks like the International Year of Glaciers’ Preservation.

Future collaboration proposals included institutionalizing the environmental



theme, enhancing technical exchanges and scaling joint projects on water and

food security.

The side event strengthened CICA’s environmental agenda by promoting
confidence-building measures for transboundary issues, aligning with
Azerbaijan’s 2024-2026 Chairmanship priorities of connectivity, digitalization
and sustainable growth. It underscored CICA’s role as a platform for dialogue
and practical solutions across its 28 Member States. The event laid the
foundation for future initiatives, such as institutionalizing the environmental
theme and aligned CICA’s efforts with global frameworks like the UN's
International Year of Glaciers’ Preservation (2025) and the Decade of Action
for Cryospheric Sciences (2025-2034). Partnerships with international
organizations further enhanced CICA’s influence in global environmental

diplomacy.

CICA Secretariat
16.06.2025
Prepared by expert Dr. Ugur Turan



Annexes

List of Speakers

Moderator:

Mr. Kamran Seyfullayev, Second Secretary, Regional Security Department,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Azerbaijan (in-person).

Welcoming Remarks:

H.E. Alimirzamin Askerov, Ambassador of Azerbaijan to Tajikistan (in-
person).

Mr. Isfandiyor Shukurzoda, First Deputy Chairman, Committee for
Environmental Protection, Tajikistan (in-person).

Mrs. Zhang Ling, CICA Deputy Secretary General (in-person).

Keynote Speakers:

Mr. Shahin Shahyarov, Acting Director, Analysis and Strategic Studies
Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Azerbaijan, Senior Representative,
COP29 Presidency, (in-person).

Dr. Ugur Turan, Expert in the CICA environmental dimension, CICA

Secretariat (in-person).

Open Discussions (CICA Member States):

Prof. Dr. Lutfi Akca, President, Turkish Water Institute (SUEN), Turkiye
(online).

Mr. Buyannemekh Boris, Director General, Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change, Mongolia (in-person).

Dr. Winai Wangpimool, Director, Foreign Affairs Division, Mekong River
Commission Secretariat, Thailand (in-person).

Ms. Fariza Abduova, Head of Division, Ministry for Ecology and Natural

Resources, Kazakhstan (online).



. Ms. Kong Zhe, Deputy Division Director, Ministry of Ecology and
Environment, China (online).

Open Discussions (International Organizations):
« Mr. Anshuman Varma, Economic Affairs Officer, UNESCAP (in-person).
« Mr. Margulan Ibraimov, Referent, SCO Secretariat (in-person).

. Mr. Bakytzhan Arystanbek, Project Manager, IOFS (in-person).



H.E. Mr. Alimirzamin Asgarov, Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan

to the Republic of Tajikistan

Excellencies, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Firstly, | would like to express my sincere gratitude to the Government of
Tajikistan for hosting today’s side-event, as well as for the excellent
organization of the conference as a whole and for the warm hospitality extended

to all of us.

I's my pleasure to be here today and address the audience on behalf of
Azerbaijani CICA Chairmanship on the subject of utmost relevance and

importance for CICA Member States.

Azerbaijan has taken the helm of CICA Chairmanship for 2024-2026 against
the backdrop of increased complexity in international affairs, accompanied by

drastic challenges that know no border and continued erosion of multilateralism.

Based on its strong track record of upholding effective multilateralism and
promotion of mutually respectful dialogue and cooperation, Azerbaijan is
determined to spare no effort in bridging the existing differences, building trust
and confidence with the aim of contributing to materializing the potential of

CICA for common benefit for all Member States.

To this end, we have embarked on an ambitious Chairmanship program under

the overarching theme of “Stronger CICA: Connectivity, Digitalization and

Sustainable Growth in Asia”.

In all our endeavors, we count on proactive cooperation of the Member States.
It is only through our joint commitment and dedication that we can collectively
ensure meaningful outcomes in tackling the challenges that the CICA region

face.



This is especially true when it comes to addressing climate and environment-
related issues, which are becoming ever more urgent. There is a growing
necessity of enhancing climate resilience and adaptive capacity as the impacts

of climate change become more tangible and acute than ever before.

With this in mind, our CICA Chairmanship priorities also include green transition
and sustainable development. CICA Chairmanship of Azerbaijan pays close
attention to the environmental dimension, including the water issue, which
maintains cross-cutting importance for stability, security and sustainable

development in CICA Member States.

One of the main vehicles through which Azerbaijan sets out to realize its
Chairmanship vision and promote the implementation of the core CICA
objectives is confidence building measures (CBMs). Enhancing the role of
CBMs and amplifying their effectiveness for greater intra-CICA coherence and
beneficial synergies, including in the environmental dimension and the areas of

water and sustainable rebuilding, are among our Chairmanship priorities.

To this end, we also aim to utilize and build on our rich experience of COP29
Presidency that facilitated our result-oriented engagement on the environment

and climate issues with a wide range of stakeholders.

Last year in Baku, we faced a make-or-break moment, as we had to deliver on
the core issues of the climate agenda. Despite overwhelming challenges, we
managed to collectively achieve historic outcomes, with groundbreaking
decisions for climate action, including full operationalization of carbon markets
and most importantly, setting a new target of at least $300 billion per year by
2035 in climate finance for developing countries, thus tripling the previous goal,
as well as laying out a bold Baku Finance Goal. This Goal has put forth an

ambition to scale up climate finance to at least $1.3 trillion per year by 2035.
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Moreover, through our 14 global action agenda initiatives that we put forward
to complement the formal negotiation process and catalyze action and ambition
across all sectors, including water, we further contributed to strengthening

collective climate efforts.

The high importance and relevance of this and other outcomes achieved at
COP29 can’t be overemphasized also for CICA Member States, which continue
facing severe climate change related challenges, including in the area of water
security and rapid melting of glaciers. Addressing them is essential for
enhancing climate resilience and adaptive capacities of CICA Member States,
thus making CICA region more environmentally sustainable and resilient to

climate change.

Our water resources are vital ecosystems and natural regulators of global
climate. Rivers, also fed by glaciers, irrigate fields and provide life-sustaining
water that a large number of livelihoods in the CICA region depend on.
However, water pollution, worsening floods, rising sea levels, or rapid retreat of
glaciers caused by climate change, result in severe impacts on the
environment, as well as the maintenance of human well-being, health and

sustainable development in CICA Member States.

It is a high time for CICA to enhance our regional dialogue and accelerate
collaboration in the environmental dimension, so that we can start translating
our awareness into collective action and join efforts to safeguard the
environment and increase our climate resilience. Given its wide and climatically
diverse geography, CICA could provide a significant input to global efforts on

climate action, including water governance and preservation of glaciers.

| hope this side-event will serve as a favorable platform for circulation and

consideration of new ideas that could feed our future efforts and collaboration
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in addressing the climate and environmental challenges that impact the CICA
region. The CICA Chairmanship of Azerbaijan stands ready, as a trusted

partner, in facilitating and advancing these efforts going forward.
Thank you all once again for your participation and commitment.

| wish you a successful event and fruitful discussions.
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Mr. Isfandiyor Shukurzoda, First Deputy Chairman of the Committee for
Environmental Protection under the Government of the Republic of

Tajikistan

YBaxkaemble Aambl 1 rocnoaa, [Joporne y4acTHUKN,

OT umeHn KomuteTa no oxpaHe okpyxawwen cpedbl npu lNpaButenbcree
Pecnybnvkn TapknknctaH paspewimTte Tenno MnonpuMBeTCTBOBATb Bac Ha
CEerogHsILLHeM MeponpuaTUKN, NOCBALWEHHOM TemMe «BodHass 6e3onacHocms U
Knumamu4deckasi ycmou4dueocmbs: PeweHue 3Kosio2udeckux rnpobrem 8
e2ocydapcmeax-drneHax CogewaHus rno e3aumooelcmeuro U mepam 008epus 8
A3suu (CBMAA)».

[Mpexae Bcero, Xovy BbIPa3nUTb UCKPEHHIOW NMpu3HaTenbHOCTb CekpeTtapuarty
CBM[IA 3a vHuumatnBy NpoBeLeHns 3TOM BCTPeYn, a Takke 3a npurnawleHve

NPUHATbL y4acTue B 060y)K}J,eHMI/I CTOJ1b BaXHbIX N aKTyalibHbIX BOMPOCOB.

Tema, BblHECEHHAas Ha MOBECTKY AHSA, 3aTparMBaeT OAHWN N3 caMbiX HaCYLLHbIX
BbI30OBOB [/l BCEro asmaTckoro pernoHa. BopgHasa 6GesonacHocTb U
KnMmaTtmnyeckasl YCTOMYMBOCTb SIBMSIIOTCS HEOTbEMMNEMbIMU YCNOBUSMU ANS
YCTOMYMBOrO pPasBUTUS, IKONOrMYECKOro paBHOBECUS U coLmarbHOM

CTaOUNbHOCTW.

Boaoa obbegmHseT Hac — MUCTopudecku, reorpadmnyeckn n ctpaterndecku. A
WMEHHO MO3TOMY BOMPOCbLI BOAHLIX PECypCOB HEU3MEHHO 3aHWMaroT

LeHTparibHoe MECTO B Me)KFOCyﬂ,apCTBeHHOIZ NnoBeCTKe.

Tonbko Ha OCHOBE [0BEepus, MapTHepCTBa U CONMUAAPHOCTU Mbl CMOXEM

npeBpaTtnTb BOAHbIN NoTeHuman pernoHa B TOYKY onopbl 4
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na Hawero obuwero 6yaylero. 9ddekTMBHOE BOAHOE COTPYAHMYECTBO — 3TO
He TONMbKO 3anor pasBuUTUSA, HO U MOLLHbIN daKTOp CTabMNbHOCTU, MUpa U

LOBEpUS.

Haw pervoH guHamuyHo passmBaeTcs. OgHaKko HOBblEe BbI30Bbl — M3MEHEHUNe
KnMmarta, poCT HaceneHusi, Hed3((EKTMBHbIE MeTOoAbl BOAOMONbL30BaHUS,
HexBaTka WHBECTULMIA M TEXHONOrMn — ycyryonsioT gaBneHne Ha BOAHble
pecypcbl. 1 ecnn mbl He Bygem OencTBOBaTb PELUMTENBHO, MOCNencTBUs

MOryT ObITb HEOBPaATUMBIMMU.

OcobeHHO Xx04y NoaYepKHYTb B3aMMOCBS3b 3TMX BOMPOCOB C COXpPaHEHMEM
negHUKOB, KOTOPbIEe UrpatoT KMYEBYO porib B obecnevyeHnn npecHom BOAoOM

3HAYMNTENBHOW YacTn HaceneHns pernmoHa.

OcosHaBass macwTad yrpos, [lpe3ngeHt Pecnybnukn TamkukucTaH
npegnoxun mHuuymatmey o6 obbasneHun 2025-ro roga MexayHapoaHbIM
rofoM COXpPaHEeHUSa NEeOHUKOB, y4YpexaeHun BcemupHOro OHA negHukos, a
Takke co3gaHMm MexayHapooHoro oHga Mo UX  COXPaHEHUo. JTu
MHULMATMBBI NOMYYUNU LUMPOKYKD NOAAEPXKKY W, KaK Mbl yOexaeHbl, MOryT

cTaTb TOMTYKOM AN HOBOro rnodanbHoro ABMXeHus no 3aiuuTe KpI/IOCd)epbl.

MHTEHCMBHOE TasiHMe nNEeOHUKOB B pes3ynbTate W3MEHEeHUs Knumara
npeacraBnsieT Cepbe3Hyl yrpo3y npoueccy obecneyvyeHust 6rnaronpuATHbIX
YCNOBUM XMU3HW HaAceneHus 1 3almte BOAHbIX pecypcoB. KnumaTtuyeckue
N3MEHEHNA YyXe cerogHa TpaHCchOopMUPYHT naHawadT Halero pernoHa.
TamkukucTaH — cTpaHa, rae opmupyetcsa o 60% Bcex BOOHbIX pecypcoB

LleHTpanbHoM A3uun, — OCTPO YyBCTBYET 3TU NEPEMEHDI.

3a nocnegHne gecAaAtunetTna Mbl noTepAasin 3Ha4YUTESIbHYHO 4acCTb obbEMOB

HaLMX fiegHUKoB. TonbKo fiegHuk degyeHKo — KPYNHENLININ Ha MaTEPUKOBOM
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4acTu pernmoHa — COKPaTUMCS MoYTUM Ha 2 Kybuyeckux kunomeTpa. W ata

TeHOEHUNA NPpoaoJTKaeTCA.

Mo AaHHbIM UcCcnefoBaHUNW, 3a MocnefHue HecKonbKo Aecsatunetun bonee
ThICAYM NEOHNKOB B TaKMKUCTaHE MOSTHOCTbIO MCYE3NN U 3TO TPEeBOXHAd
TEHOEHUMSl, C KOTOPOW HEBO3MOXHO CMNPaBUTbCA YCUIUSIMU  OOHOrO
rocygapcrsa. Ham Heobxoguma LUMpOKas, CKOOpANHUPOBaAHHasA
MexayHapoaHas noadepxka, a Takke akTuBmsauusi pernoHasnibHoro

B3aUMOAENCTBUSI.

Bbi3biBaeT 06ECNOKOEHHOCTb TO, YTO HbIHELLIHEE YCKOpeHHOE TadAHue
n OTCTynrieHne egHnKoB OKa3blBaeT cepbe3Hoe BO3dencTBme

Ha OKpyXalLlyro cpeny, 300poBbe YerioBeka n yCTOW-II/IBOG pa3BuntTmne.

[Mpouecc YyCKOPEHHOro TasiHUS NeAHWKOB MPUBEST K YBENUYEHUNIO NPUPOOHbBIX
KaTaknMamMoB W Aerpagaumm BOOHOW 3KOCUCTEMbI. OTO SIBMIEHWE E€XErofgHo
CTAHOBUTCS MPUYMHON paspyLUeHUs HapOL4HO-XO3ANCTBEHHbIX OOBLEKTOB U

HaHeCeHUNA 3Ha4YNTESIbHbIX d)MHaHCOBbIX y6bITKOB HaceJrleHN CTpaHbl.

OpfgHako, K coXXaneHwuio, npouecchbl rnobanbHOro NOTENNEHN U U3MEHEHME
KnnMaTta BbI3bIBAlOT UX CTPEMUTESIbHOE TadAHUEe, 4YTO HanpAmMyro yrpoxaet

BOHOW ©E30NacHOCTN He TONbKO HaLlen CTpaHbl, HO U BCEro pernoHa.

CerogHa Mbl  CTankuBaemcsi C NOCNeACTBMAMM  Aerpagaumm  BOAHbIX
9KOCUCTEM, HapyLlEHMEM peXxuma BOAOCHADXEHUS!, PUCKAMW CTUXUIAHBIX
OenctBMn — B TOM 4UCNE CENEBbIX MNOTOKOB W HaBOAHEHUW, KOTOpPbIE
NPOMCXoaAaT BCE 4vawe n ¢ bonee TsHKENbIMM nocneacTeuamMn. B ycrnoBuax
KNUMaTUYEeCKUX WU3MEHeHMNn Heobxoaumo BbipabaTbiBaTb [OONTOCPOYHbLIE
cTparerum agantauum, MOOEpPHU3NpoBaTh BOOXO3AAUCTBEHHYIO
NHPACTPYKTYpPY, BHEAPATb MHHOBALIMOHHbIE TEXHOMOMMN BogocbepexeHus, a

TakXe ycunmBatb MOHUTOPUHI N Hay4YHblE€ UCCIieaoBaHUA.

15



YBaXkaemMble yHaCTHUKN,

Henb3a 3abbiBaThb, YTO BOJA — 3TO HE TOMbKO UCTOYHUK KU3HU, HO U (*)aKTOp
MuUpa 1 coTpyaHun4ectBa. Tam, roe HanaxeHo COBMECTHOE ynpasreHune
BOOHbIMU pecypCaMW, YKpenndaeTtcAa goBepme 1M co3garoTCAd MpoYyHbie CBA3U

Mexay CTpaHaMu.

[MoaTomMy Mbl BbICOKO LieHuM nnatpopmy CBMIA, Kak yHUKaNbHbIM MEXaHU3M
ONS MOCTPOEHUS B3aMMOMOHMMaHUS, OBbMeHa nyudWwuMK NpakTUKaMu u
BbIpaboOTKM  COrfacoBaHHbIX MNOOXOOOB K BOMpPOCaM  3KOMOrMyeckou

©e3onacHoCTW.

B aToii cBA3W, Mbl BMAMM CcrneaylolivMe HanpasrneHuss ans yrnyoneHus

coTpygHuyectsa CBMIOA:

- I'IpOBe,u,eHvle COBMECTHbIX Hay4HbIX nccnepoBaHnn B obnacTtu rnaumonorum
n rmgponornn. Ob6beanHeHue yCI/IJ'IVIIZ CTpaH no3BonnT bonee TOYHO OUEHUTb
MacwTabbl M NOCNeacTBMA TasitHUA  NeQHUKOB, pa3pa60TaTb Hay4HO
000CHOBaHHbIE NPOrH03bl NAIMEHEHNA BOOHOIO CTOKa U agantnpoBatb K HUM

CTparternm sogorosib30BaHUA.

-PasButune pernoHaribHbIX cncrem paHHero npegynpexageHuns 0}
rmapomMmeTeoposiorm4eCknx OrnacCHOCTAX: YernneHme CnctemMm onoBeLleHna o
HaBOAHEHUAX, CeJlIAX N 3acyxax C UCMNOoJib3OBaHNEM BeaOyLLUUX TEXHONOMNU "
onbiTa no3BOJIINT MUHUMU3NPOBATL PUCKN OJ1A HacelieHnA U 3KOHOMUKA

pernoHa.

- ObmeH onbITOM M TexHonormamm B cdpepe BogocbepexeHus: BHegpeHue
COBPEMEHHbLIX BoAocOeperalowmnx TEXHOMOMMN B CENbCKOM XO3SMCTBE WU
NPOMbILLNIEHHOCTN  SBNSIETCS  KPUTUYECKM BaXKHbIM  ANA  NOBbILLEHUS
3P eKTUBHOCTN BOAONOMb30BaHUA. Mbl 3aMHTEpecoBaHbl B U3Yy4YEeHUU U

aganTaumm onbiTa CTpaH B 3Ton caepe.
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B aTon cBA3n xo4y elé pas OTMETUTb 3HAYMMOCTb nposoaumon B [ywiaHbe
MexxgyHapoaHOW KOHepEHLUMM BbICOKOIO YPOBHS MO COXPAHEHUIO NeaHNKOB.
OTO BaxHad MexayHapoaHas nnatdopma, HanpaefeHHas Ha obbeanHeHue
yCUNUA  BCEX  3aMHTEpPEecOBaHHbIX CTOPOH, BKMYas  rocygapcTia,
MeXOyHapoaHble OpraHmn3aumm, HayyHble Kpyr 1 rpakgaHckoe obLuecTBo, ans
3aWwnTbl NegHuKoB K obecrneyvyeHns yCTOMYMBOrO YynpaBrieHUsi BOAHbIMM

pecypcamu.

YBepeH, 4YTO cerogHsALuHune O6Cy)K,D,eHVIFI n npenrnoxeHnd BHECYT LLEHHbIN
BKInaa B pa3BUTUE PErMOHaribHOro B3aMMOOENCTBUS NO Bonpocam BOAHOWN ”
KnMmMaTuyeckon 6e3onacHoOCTn, a Takke YKpenaT obwue yCUIinAa B 6opb6e C

nocnegcrBNAMMN USMEHEHUNA KITMMarTa.

Xenato Bcem yyacTHMKaM NiogoTBOPHOM paboThl, KOHCTPYKTUBHOMO Auanora

N yCNEeLIHOro NPOABMKEHUS K AOCTUXKEHMIO ODLLMX Lenen.

Brarogapto 3a BHUMaHwue.
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Mrs. Zhang Ling, CICA Deputy Secretary General for the CICA Side Event

Distinguished Guests, Esteemed Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure and profound gratitude that | welcome you today at this
significant CICA side event on “Water Security and Climate Resilience:
Addressing Environmental Challenges in CICA Member States,” organized by
the CICA Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan with the support of the
CICA Secretariat.

First and foremost, allow me to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Government
of Tajikistan for kindly hosting this important gathering in the beautiful city of
Dushanbe. Your warm hospitality and unwavering commitment to
environmental sustainability provide an inspiring background for our
discussions. | also wish to express deep appreciation to the Azerbaijan for their
visionary climate diplomacy leadership in convening this timely dialogue,
reinforcing our collective resolve to tackle pressing environmental challenges
in the CICA region.

Glaciers, often referred to as the essence of our planet’s water systems, are
crucial to the ecosystems, economies, and livelihoods across the CICA region.
These frozen reservoirs sustain rivers, sustain agricultural lands, and ensure
access to clean water for millions of people. Yet, the faster melting of glaciers
due to climate change poses an existential threat to water security, biodiversity,
and disaster resilience in our Member States. From the high peaks of the Pamir
mountains to the vast crises of Central and South Asia, the loss of glaciers
worsens water scarcity, desertification, and extreme weather events,
challenging the sustainable development of our region. The risks could not be

higher, and the urgency for collective action has never been more apparent.
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This side event builds on the momentum of the CICA Ministerial Conference on
Environmental Issues, held in Astana in 2024, which marked a pivotal moment
in our shared commitment to environmental sustainability. The conference
underscored the critical need for enhanced regional cooperation in water
management, clean water access, and climate resilience. Its outcome
document reaffirmed CICA’s dedication to fostering dialogue, coordinating
policies, and implementing joint actions to address these interconnected
challenges. Today, we carry forward that legacy by exploring actionable
strategies to safeguard our water resources, promote sustainable water

governance, and ensure equitable access to clean water for all.

As we embark on today’s discussions, let us be guided by the spirit of
collaboration and a shared vision for a resilient, water-secure CICA region.
Together, we can transform challenges into opportunities, ensuring that our
glaciers, rivers, and ecosystems continue to sustain life for generations to
come. | look forward to the rich exchange of ideas and the concrete outcomes

that will emerge from this gathering.

Thank you once again to Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, and all participants for your
dedication to this honorable reason. Let us begin this important dialogue with

optimism and purpose.
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Mr. Shahin Shahyarov, Senior Representative, COP29 Presidency,

Azerbaijan

It is an honour to join you for this important event.

Let me begin by expressing my gratitude to the Government of Tajikistan for

hosting us in the beautiful city of Dushanbe.

When Azerbaijan assumed the COP29 Presidency, we recognized the
responsibility to help tackle the most pressing challenges facing the global

community. At COP29, we achieved several historic outcomes:

® \We adopted the Baku Finance Goal, committing to mobilize at least 300

billion dollars for the developing world by 2035.
® \We established high-integrity carbon markets.
® \We operationalized the Fund for Responding to Loss and Damage.

And we launched various COP29 Action Agenda initiatives, among which water
issues became one of the priorities. When the hydrological cycle is disrupted,
everything is affected—from agriculture and public health to energy systems

and peace.

This is a shared challenge - felt by all, regardless of development status - but
especially urgent in the CICA region, where countries share both water

resources and climate vulnerabilities.

Here, we face a convergence of risks:

® Glaciers that once fed our rivers are retreating rapidly.

® \Vater demand is growing due to agriculture, energy, and population growth.

® Institutional mechanisms for coordinated water management remain limited.
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These dynamics increase the risk that local water stress becomes a broader

regional crisis.

With this awareness, Azerbaijan launched the COP29 Declaration on Water for
Climate Action—the first political declaration focused on water, adopted on the
margins of a UN Climate Change Conference. It calls for transformative action

at the water-climate nexus by:
® Promoting inclusive dialogue and partnerships;
® Strengthening scientific understanding of climate impacts on water systems;

® Developing water-integrated policies and plans - including NDCs, NAPs,

and national biodiversity strategies.

A core component of the Declaration is the Baku Dialogue on Water for Climate
Action -a platform to ensure continuity and cooperation on water across COPs.
This Dialogue addresses water in connection with climate change, biodiversity
loss, pollution, and desertification, prioritizing action at the international,

regional, and basin levels.

The Baku Dialogue serves as a bridge between climate diplomacy and basin-
level cooperation, bringing together Member States, river basin organizations,
development partners, civil society, and technical experts to develop actionable
pathways. These range from enhancing early warning systems and climate-
resilient infrastructure to scaling nature-based solutions and strengthening

transboundary governance.

Our aim is to ensure that water is no longer a silent victim of climate change,
but rather a catalyst for climate solutions—and that regions like ours, with
shared rivers and shared risks, lead the way in turning vulnerability into

cooperation and resilience.
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As of today, the Declaration has been endorsed by close to 100 stakeholders,
including 71 countries, 71 of which are Member States of CICA, and is already

shaping momentum toward more collaborative and coherent action.

In this spirit, we believe CICA has a unique and timely role to play. With its
inclusive structure and emphasis on dialogue and confidence-building, CICA
can facilitate greater transboundary cooperation - particularly in areas where
rivers and glaciers cross borders - by fostering trust, enabling data and
knowledge exchange, and supporting the harmonization of institutional

frameworks.

We warmly invite CICA as an institutional stakeholder to join and support the
work of the Baku Dialogue on Water for Climate Action, and we equally
welcome all CICA Member States to engage individually in this collaborative
process. The Dialogue is open, inclusive, and designed to advance regional

leadership in addressing water-related climate risks.

As Chair of CICA and President of COP29, Azerbaijan stands ready to support

CICA’s engagement and to build synergies with the Baku Dialogue.
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Dr. Ugur Turan, Expert in the CICA environmental dimension, CICA

Secretariat

Distinguished Excellencies, esteemed colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great honor to address you at this CICA Side Event. | would like to thank
the CICA Chairmanship of the Republic of Azerbaijan for organizing and

supporting this event and extend my gratitude to the host country, Tajikistan.

| have a short presentation regarding our achievements, future plans, and a
brief comparative analysis of environmental-focused indicators for CICA

Member States.
Slide 2

CICA represents 28 Member States and half the world’s population. It is a vital
multilateral platform dedicated to promoting peace, security, and cooperation

within its five dimensions for confidence-building measures across Asia.

The CICA Environmental Dimension has three priority areas, each with
coordinator and co-coordinator countries: Sustainable Development,
coordinator is Thailand, Environment Protection’s coordinator is Mongolia and
co-coordinators are Bangladesh and China, and Natural Disaster
Management’s coordinator country is Iran, co-coordinator is Bangladesh. We
undertake activities like seminars, workshops, and online and offline training

sessions to address regional environmental issues faced by our Members.
Slide 3

The cornerstone of our environmental efforts was the first-ever CICA Ministerial
Conference on Environmental Issues, held on 28 August 2024 in Astana. This

initiative, proposed during the Sixth CICA Summit by the President of
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Kazakhstan, Kassym-Jomart Tokayev, aimed to identify environmental issues

among CICA Member States.

This landmark event marked an essential step in addressing shared
environmental challenges across our region. The conference focused on critical
themes: all forms of pollution, climate change impacts, sustainable and green

economy, ensuring access to safe, clean water, and biodiversity preservation.

It is well known that Asia includes countries vulnerable to climate change and
other environmental issues, such as water scarcity, resource management,
pollution’s impact on ecosystems, desertification, floods, earthquakes, etc.
These challenges, worsened by climate change, impact ecosystems,
economies, and public health, demanding urgent collective action. This is why

the Conference was crucial for our region.

These discussions culminated in the adoption of the High-Level Statement, a
powerful commitment to environmental sustainability, focusing on improving

quality of life region-wide and fostering regional cooperation.
Slide 4

Key outcomes included pledges for climate adaptation to tackle extreme
weather, biodiversity conservation to protect ecosystems, sustainable water
management to address scarcity and glacier melt, pollution control to protect

health, and knowledge exchange to share best practices.

These commitments provide a strong framework for CICA’s long-term
environmental agenda, fostering permanent cooperation on environmental

issues such as transboundary challenges.

To address these challenges regularly, CICA Member States are exploring the

establishment of a permanent CICA advisory body on environmental themes to
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drive cooperation on environmental sustainability within the region, building on
the initiative of the CICA Ministerial Conference on Environmental Issues held
last year. This body, tentatively called the CICA Environmental Council, will
foster cooperation, enable knowledge exchange, and advance green
development policies within the CICA agenda. CICA’s vision for a sustainable
future emphasizes supporting its Member States in shifting to a low-carbon

economy.

We have been highly inspired by COP29’s legacy, hosted by Azerbaijan, and
the CICA Chairmanship’s climate diplomacy leadership, including the Baku
Climate Unity Pact and advancements in global climate finance. The
conference emphasized supporting Member States in moving to low-carbon

economies through renewable energy and green technology.

CICA’s participation in COP29, including high-level events like the “High-Level
Roundtable on Energy” co-hosted by Azerbaijan and the International Energy

Agency, reinforced our commitment to climate action.

Looking ahead, CICA is developing a strong environmental agenda through
international fora. For example, the Glacier Conservation conference in
Tajikistan, World Environment Day in Azerbaijan in 2026, the Regional Climate
Summit in Kazakhstan next year, the UN Water Conference co-hosted by the
UAE and Senegal in December 2026, and COP17 in Mongolia will further

collaboration on environmental issues.
Slide 5

The CICA Member States face diverse challenges. Climate change affects all
nations, while biodiversity loss impacts 22 CICA Member States, alongside
droughts, floods, air pollution, extreme heat, desertification, and water scarcity,

which are among the top concerns in CICA Member States. These shared
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challenges underscore the urgent need for regional cooperation and solidarity

to build resilience and promote sustainable development across our region.
Slide 6

This slide highlights SDG 6: Clean Water and Sanitation and the 2024 SDG
Index Scores, showing both progress and challenges across CICA Member
States. Among them, South Korea leads with a score of 77.33, followed by
Thailand at 74.67, reflecting strong progress in sustainable development.
However, nations like Afghanistan and Pakistan, face significant challenges,
particularly in achieving SDG 6. Water scarcity, pollution, and insufficient

infrastructure remain critical issues.

| would like to stress that with only five years until 2030, we must strengthen

collective action to meet these goals.
Slide 7

In conclusion, the urgency of the SDGs cannot be overstated. CICA’s
commitment to environmental sustainability, supported by the 2024 CICA
Ministerial Conference on Environmental Issues and inspired by COP29’s

legacy, demands collective action and regional solidarity.

By prioritizing digitalization, knowledge exchange, and green technologies, we
can address critical challenges like water scarcity, pollution, and climate
impacts. Together, we share the responsibility to build a resilient, low-carbon

future for our region.

Thank you for your attention, and | wish all participants a productive side event.
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Prof. Dr. Lutfi Akca, President, Turkish Water Institute (SUEN), Tlirkiye

Distinguished Participants,

On behalf of the Republic of Turkiye, | would like to express my gratitude to the
Government of Azerbaijan, current Chair of CICA, for convening this important
session under the High-Level International Conference on Glaciers’

Preservation.

We are here today to discuss a critical issue that affects the future of our region:
the growing threat of water insecurity due to climate change, glacier retreat,
and environmental degradation. In many CICA member countries, rising
temperatures, changing precipitation patterns, reducing snow fall and
decreasing snow cover are not abstract risks, they are realities we face each

year.

Glaciers are melting fast. Apart from glaciers; area of snow cover and the
number of snow-covered days are also decreasing in CICA region and globally.
These changes are impacting food production, ecosystems, and livelihoods

especially in arid and semi-arid regions like ours.

Unfortunately, we cannot stop glacier melt totally. Science tells us that some of
the loss is already irreversible. That is why we must not only focus on
preservation but also plan for a future where glaciers or snow-covered
mountains are no longer a reliable source of water. This means we must rethink
water governance with a new mind-set; one that is based on resilience,

adaptation, and long-term sustainability.

In Turkiye, we are already taking steps in this direction. Periodic floods and
droughts are becoming more frequent and severe. The runoff to the rivers is
less than the long-term average flows in our Basins due to the decreased

number of snow-covered days and snow-covered areas and the shift of the
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snow line to higher altitudes. In response to this challenge; storing water in
reservoirs is one of the most convenient methods. It is the key for effective
water management and resilience ensuring regulated water flows even during

dry periods.

Moreover, we believe in the balance between use and conservation. And we
promote integrated water management across all sectors. With this vision, we
have also launched a national Water Efficiency Campaign to promote
responsible water use, especially in agriculture, the sector with the highest

consumption.

We also strongly believe in the power of regional cooperation. Turkiye, as both
an upstream and downstream country, supports collaborative solutions. We
believe in sharing not only water, but also technology, solutions, investment
and benefits. Only through cooperation we can meet the targets of Sustainable

Development Goal 6.
Dear Participants,

Preserving glaciers is about more than protecting ice. It is about using water
efficiently, protecting water, protecting life and ecosystems. It is about preparing

for the world of tomorrow, while taking action today.

Tarkiye stands ready to contribute and collaborate in this effort. Thank you.
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Mr. Buyannemekh Boris, Director General, Ministry of Environment and

Climate Change, Mongolia

Distinguished colleagues, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

| would like to express my gratitude to the CICA Secretariat, the Government
of the Republic of Azerbaijan as CICA Chair, and the Government of Tajikistan
for organizing this important event at such a critical moment for climate and

environmental cooperation in our region.

Mongolia is a proud member of the CICA process and remains committed to

the principles of dialogue, mutual trust, and regional cooperation.

Today’s theme resonates deeply with Mongolia’s national priorities. As a
landlocked country with a sensitive ecosystem, we are quite susceptible to
climate change impacts. We're experiencing increased desertification and

growing water stress across our regions..

Glacier loss is a shared environmental concern. For Mongolia, glacier-fed rivers
are vital for many communities and ecosystems. As glaciers recede, water
availability becomes less certain, posing challenges for both development and

ecological balance.

In response, Mongolia is advancing several key initiatives. Our "One Billion
Trees" national campaign aims to restore degraded land and improve water
retention. We also continue to engage in regional cooperation to share

knowledge and coordinate efforts on.

Mongolia also supports CICA’s evolving environmental agenda. We welcome
the outcomes of the 2024 Ministerial Conference in Astana and believe that

they should now be translated into actionable regional roadmaps.
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The upcoming 17th Session of Conference of the Parties of the UN Convention
to Combat Desertification, which Mongolia will host in 2026, offers a unique
platform to align our efforts on drylands, rangelands, and sustainable land and

water management.

Distinguished participants, let us reaffirm our shared responsibility. Water
security and climate resilience must become the cornerstones of a peaceful
and prosperous Asia. Platforms like CICA can and must play a greater role —
not only by facilitating dialogue but by helping build technical capacities,
encouraging joint pilot projects, and fostering synergies between member

states and international institutions.

Thank you.
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Dr. Winai Wangpimool, Director, Foreign Affairs Division, Mekong River

Commission Secretariat, Thailand

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. On behalf of Thailand, as the coordinator of the CICA sustainable
development priority area, | am honored to join this important discussion on

water security and climate resilience.

2. Today, many CICA Member States are facing growing water challenges. In
Thailand, we are not yet water scarce. However, as our population grows and
cities expands, water demand continues to increase. This, combined with more
frequent droughts and floods due to climate change, could lead to serious
problems in the future. That is why effective and flexible water management is
essential, not just for long-term development but also for protecting people’s

lives and livelihoods.

3. To address these issues, Thailand employs a strategic and integrated
approach. We promote Strategic Environmental Assessment as a framework
to guide decision-making, balancing economic, social, and environmental
dimensions. This means thinking not just about water supply, but also about
how those plans will affect the environment, communities, and the economy in
the long run. In 2024, our National Water Resources Committee agreed to apply
this approach in 22 main river basins across the country. This was also
supported by our National Economic and Social Development Council, which
saw the benefit of using this method in our long-term national water strategy.
The goal is to help local river basin committees create better, more informed

plans that respond to climate risks and local needs.

4. But beyond planning, we must also rethink how we interact with nature.
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Across the globe, we are facing extreme weather events more frequently
including floods, droughts, wildfires, and pollution. These are not just
environmental issues; they affect our health, our livelihoods, and our
communities. One of the key causes is the destruction of nature. As forests are
cut down, wetlands drained, and ecosystems degraded, we see rising
temperatures and more unpredictable rainfall. Traditional infrastructure alone
cannot handle these changes. That is why Thailand is strongly promoting

Nature-based Solutions as part of our national water strategy.

These include restoring wetlands, protecting forests, and building “green”
infrastructure that works with nature rather than against it. Such solutions can
reduce flood risks, improve water retention, and strengthen community

resilience, often at a lower cost than traditional engineering.

And importantly, they are inclusive. Everyone can contribute, whether by
planting trees, preserving green spaces in urban areas, or supporting local

conservation efforts and so on.

5. Beyond our national actions, cooperation is key, especially for countries like
Thailand, located within several transboundary river basins. These shared

waters require shared solutions.

6. On the bilateral front, Thailand works with Myanmar to manage flooding
along the Mae Sai River, focusing on reducing flood risks and ensuring fair
water allocation. Moreover, we also have Memorandums of Understanding
(MOUSs) with countries that may not share a river with Thailand but face similar
challenges, such as the Netherlands, Hungary, the Republic of Korea, and
China. These partnerships enable the exchange of best practices,

technologies, and innovations to enhance water resources management and
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improve climate change adaptation, in order to increase the efficiency of water

resources management at both national and regional levels.

7. At the multilateral level, Thailand actively engages in frameworks such as the
Mekong-Lancang Cooperation (MLC), the Mekong River Commission (MRC),
and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). For example,
Thailand is one of the founding members of the Mekong River Commission
(MRC), along with Cambodia, Lao PDR, and Vietham. Under the 1995 Mekong
Agreement, we have jointly established five key procedures covering data
sharing, prior consultation, water use, water quality, and flow monitoring to

support ecosystem conservation and promote sustainable development.

8. Looking ahead, we believe CICA can play a stronger role in translating
ministerial outcomes into actionable regional strategies, while aligning national
efforts with international frameworks such as the UNFCCC and the 2030
Agenda. By doing so, CICA can position itself as a key driver of climate

diplomacy and environmental security in our region.

9. Lastly, Thailand stands ready and remains committed to working with all

CICA Member States toward a more sustainable and water-secure future.

10. Thank you.
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Ms. Fariza Abduova, Head of Division, Ministry for Ecology and Natural

Resources, Kazakhstan

Dear colleagues!
Dear participants of the Conference!

First and foremost, | would like to express my gratitude to the organizers for
convening this important session, which gives us the opportunity to address
one of the most pressing and sensitive issues of our time — Water Security and

Climate Resilience in the CICA region.

Kazakhstan places significant importance on collaboration with the Conference
on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures in Asia. Our country is
actively engaged in its initiatives and view environmental cooperation as a key

element in building trust and promoting sustainable development.

Last year under the chairmanship of Kazakhstan, the CICA Ministerial
Conference on Environmental Issues was held, during which a unified
approach to addressing environmental, water management and climate issues
was confirmed. We emphasized the importance of coordinated actions and

exchange of knowledge, practice and technology.

Recognizing the need for a permanent regional dialogue and development of
joint documents to address these pressing issues within the CICA, we believe

it is necessary to institutionalize cooperation between our countries.

In this context, we strongly believe it is necessary to continue the discussion of
the issue on establishment of the CICA Environmental Council, initiated by the
Head of State H.E. K. Tokayev at the sixth CICA Summit.

This Council would become an important tool for coordinating CICA states
efforts to combat environmental challenges.
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Dear colleagues,
Solving water problems is one of the most important priorities of Kazakhstan.

It is worth noting that important reforms in the field of water resources are being
implemented in our country. Last year the Concept for the Development of the

Water Resources Management System by 2030 was approved.

This year our President signed the new Water Code, which establishes modern
mechanisms for recording, planning and protecting water resources,
strengthens measures to prevent water shortages and adapt to climate change.

For the first time, the concept of "water security" was introduced into legislation.

As it is known, the first “One Water Summit” was held in 2024 by joint initiative
of the Presidents of Kazakhstan and France, bringing together leaders, experts,
and civil society to develop a holistic approach to water ecosystems. One of the
key messages of this Summit was that water is one, and only integrated
management of this resource will enable effective adaptation to climate and

environmental challenges.

Today, when we speak about the protection of water resources, we cannot

avoid speaking of climate issue.

In response to the climate challenge, our country is taking consistent steps

toward the development of a comprehensive and strategic climate policy.

Kazakhstan ratified the Paris Agreement and adopted a Strategy for Achieving
Carbon Neutrality by 2060.

Currently, work is underway to develop a Roadmap for the implementation of
this Strategy. This document will serve as a key tool in ensuring the transition

to low-carbon development by uniting efforts across all sectors of the economy
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— energy, transport, industry, agriculture, as well as water and ecosystem

resources.

Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources together with international
organizations and experts is working on the development of new Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDC 3.0) under the Paris Agreement. It will be a key
strategic document reflecting our commitment to more ambitious greenhouse
gas emission reductions and the implementation of adaptation measures

aligned with national priorities and capacities.

To strengthen joint action and develop coordinated approaches within the
regional climate process, the Regional Climate Summit will be held in

Kazakhstan next year.

This Summit will focus on supporting the climate transition, economic
adaptation, food security, and a just regional transition. We invite all CICA

countries to take an active part in the work of the Summit.
Dear participants,

Environmental problems have no boundaries and they can only be solved by

joining forces.

| am convinced that today's session will provide a good impetus for improving

the activities in the area of environmental protection in the CICA region.

Thank you for your attention.
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Ms. Kong Zhe, Deputy Division Director, Ministry of Ecology and

Environment, China

Distinguished Ambassador Askarov, Deputy Chairman Isfandiyor, Deputy
Secretary-General Zhang Ling,

Dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,
Good afternoon.

Very pleased to be invited to participate in this CICA side event. On behalf of
the Foreign Environmental Cooperation Center of the Ministry of Ecology and
Environment of China, please allow me to extend my congratulations on the
convening of this meeting and express my gratitude to the Chair Country
Azerbaijan, the Host Country Tajikistan, and the CICA Secretariat for their

meticulous preparations for the meeting.

Facing the increasingly severe global climate change and environmental
issues, water security and climate resilience have become crucial topics

affecting regional stability and development.

As the largest developing country, China has always attached great importance
to water resources protection and climate change adaptation. By improving
policies, strengthening monitoring and early warning systems, and advancing
actions in key areas, China has continuously enhanced the adaptability of water
ecosystems to climate change. We have built an intelligent water resources
monitoring system, promoted new monitoring methods, implemented national
water-saving initiatives, established rigid restraint systems, and actively
promoted reforms in water resource taxes, leading to significant improvements
in water use efficiency and benefits. Furthermore, China has actively promoted
ecological protection and restoration projects, protected and expanded river

and lake ecological spaces, addressed soil erosion, strengthened
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comprehensive treatment of groundwater overextraction, and strived to achieve
sustainable utilization of water resources and keep the ecological environment

in a virtuous cycle.

As one of the most representative multilateral cooperation forum in Asia, CICA
member states should fully leverage the diversity of civilizations and
development models within the CICA mechanism to strengthen collaboration in
the environmental and climate fields. Taking this opportunity, | would like to

share a few suggestions:

Firstly, implement the outcome documents of the Ministerial Meeting on
Environment. The CICA Ministerial Conference on Environmental Issues was
held in August last year and reached a high-level statement and relevant
cooperation consensus. It is recommended that all member countries jointly
explore specific measures to implement these consensuses and deepen the

cooperation on the ground.

Secondly, enhance policy dialogue and experience sharing. As the technical
support unit for China's CICA environmental cooperation, our center has
successfully hosted thematic events on biodiversity conservation, green and
low-carbon city development, and other topics under the CICA mechanism. In
the future, we are willing to continue to build cooperation and exchange

platforms and channels for CICA member states.

Thirdly, deepen technical cooperation in the field of green and low carbon
development. We suggest strengthening joint research and development,
transfer, and commercialization of green and low-carbon technologies, promote
the application of technologies in climate-smart water saving, water ecosystem
restoration and sustainable infrastructure construction, thereby enhancing the

level of green and low-carbon development in all countries.
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China is the co-coordinator country of environment protection priority area
within CICA. Our center is ready to play a bridging and think tank role, working
with all partners to contribute "Asian solutions" to regional and global

environmental governance.

Thank you very much.
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Mr. Anshuman Varma, Economic Affairs Officer, UNESCAP

Excellencies, distinguished delegates, colleagues,

It is an honour to speak today on behalf of the United Nations Economic and
Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), and to contribute to this

timely dialogue.

Our focus on understanding how glacier loss is shaping water challenges
across CICA Member States, most of whom we share in common with ESCAP’s

membership — is not only critical, but urgent.
Please allow me to offer three key observations:
First - Glacial retreat is deepening regional water insecurity

Our member states encompass some of the world’s most glacier-dependent
regions. From the Hindu Kush Himalayas and the Pamirs to the Tien Shan

mountains, glaciers are the primary source of freshwater for millions.

Yet, as we know, these glaciers are shrinking, with the projection that up to 80%
of glacial mass in high-mountain Asia may be lost by the end of the century.
For nations in the Aral Sea Basin, and also those in the Helmand River Basin
and in South Asia, this has dire implications for year-round water flow,
especially during dry seasons. And sadly, it doesn’t stop there: in the Caucasus
and also the Mekong Basin, glacial melt is disrupting water cycles and

livelihoods.

The retreat of glaciers first increases runoff and river flow — but only temporarily.
Once tipping points are crossed, we see sudden declines in water availability,
destabilizing both upstream and downstream water security. This jeopardizes
irrigation systems, food production, energy access, and urban water supply.

Second - Climate impacts are compounding existing stressors
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Climate change is not acting alone. Our member states also face a complex
mix of environmental pressures: rapid population growth in several countries,

industrialization, inefficient irrigation, and groundwater over-extraction.

In Central Asia, for example, water demand already outpaces availability in
many catchments, with water-sharing tensions exacerbated by climatic
extremes. Similarly, Mongolia and Iran are experiencing desertification
alongside reduced snowfall, shorter snow retention periods, and extreme

temperature fluctuations.

Moreover, black carbon pollution — from burning fossil fuels, biomass, and
agricultural residues — is being deposited on glacier surfaces, darkening the ice
and accelerating melt rates. This pollution is often transboundary, carried by

atmospheric currents from distant regions.

The 2025 World Water Development Report emphasizes that it is the
convergence of glacial retreat and poor water governance that poses the most
severe risk. Without urgent and integrated responses, climate shocks will

amplify social and economic vulnerabilities.

Third - Regional problems need regional cooperation and solutions — and
ESCAP is here to support this

Glacier loss also poses challenges to existing water management frameworks,
many of which were not designed with long-term cryospheric changes in mind.
For river systems that span borders, shifts in timing and volume of flow will

create new complexities for planning and resilience.

At the 815t Commission Session held in April this year, ESCAP member States
adopted a resolution introduced by the Government of Tajikistan on
‘Strengthening cooperation on water and climate change nexus’. The resolution

encourages collaboration with regional and subregional organizations and in
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this context, ESCAP looks forward to cooperating with CICA by facilitating
technical cooperation for member States, strengthening knowledge exchange,
and building regional capacity in sustainable water and climate policy to jointly

tackle glacier preservation, and address water-related climate risks.

Thank you for providing me this opportunity to speak.
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Mr. Bakytzhan Arystanbek, Project Manager, IOFS

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Dear Colleagues,

It is a privilege to take the floor on behalf of the Islamic Organization for Food

Security (IOFS) at this important event.

Allow me to begin by thanking the Conference on Interaction and Confidence
Building Measures in Asia (CICA) for organizing this side event and for its
continued engagement with IOFS. Our partnership with CICA is longstanding,
and we value this opportunity to contribute to a discussion of such high

relevance.

IOFS expresses its gratitude to the Government of Tajikistan for its leadership
in advancing global dialogue on glacier preservation, and commend its initiative
on the UN Decade of Action for Glaciers’ Preservation (2025-2034). IOFS also
warmly congratulates Azerbaijan on its Chairmanship of CICA and views this
as an important opportunity to strengthen cooperation on water, food, and

climate security across our shared region.
Dear Colleagues,

Water is the foundation of food security, climate resilience, and regional peace.
It is no longer a future challenge — it is a present and growing threat. From the
retreating glaciers of Central Asia to the drylands of the Sahel and salt-affected

coasts, our Member States are already feeling the strain.

This is where international organizations must step in — to connect countries,
transfer knowledge, and accelerate adoption of proven solutions. IOFS is
actively doing that through three areas: policy support, technical tools, and

regional cooperation.
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1. What IOFS is Doing on the Ground

. We participate each year in Cairo Water Week and COP climate summits,
where we raise awareness organizing side-events and highlight challenges

and opportunities for water in agriculture.

. In Afghanistan, under the IOFS Afghanistan Food Security Program, we
implemented a water purification project in 2022 to ensure access to clean
drinking water in rural communities. This was followed by emergency wheat
distributions in 2023. While addressing urgent needs, these interventions
also reflect the long-term connection between water access, food security,
and regional stability in a climate-vulnerable setting. IOFS continues to work
with partners to strengthen irrigation and rural water infrastructure,

contributing to resilience across Central Asia.

« We initiated the concept for a Flood Resilience Center for Food Security,
and are currently engaging with national counterparts in OIC countries to
move it forward — focusing on early warning, emergency planning, and

climate-resilient farming systems.
« We have delivered hands-on trainings on:

o Digital water channel monitoring in Kazakhstan;

o Water-saving irrigation techniques in Central Asia;

o Integrated water governance for the Lake Chad Basin;

o And capacity-building programs for smallholder farmers in West Africa.
These are not theoretical plans — they are ongoing actions, aligned with our

mandate to strengthen member state capacities.

2. Practical Recommendations for Cooperation
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First, IOFS encourages joint programming with any interested partner —
including CICA member states, international organizations, or bilateral donors.
Given IOFS’s close work with Ministries of Agriculture and national research
institutions, we are well-positioned to integrate climate-smart agriculture
practices, modern irrigation systems, and food security policy support into

broader environmental or development initiatives.

Second, IOFS proposes structured knowledge exchange mechanisms. This
can include the alignment of workplans and timelines, the sharing of
programmatic roadmaps, and the establishment of technical working groups to
facilitate coordination. IOFS is also ready to help connect relevant national
institutions — including meteorological services, irrigation authorities, and
agricultural R&D centers — to foster targeted peer learning and replication of

best practices.
3. Final Messages

To conclude, | would like to highlight three key messages based on IOFS’s

experience:

« Water security is food security. Without reliable access to water,
development is undermined and instability grows.

. Effective solutions already exist. The challenge is to ensure better
coordination, scaling, and replication where they are most needed.

« Partnership remains essential. IOFS is fully committed to working with CICA,
its member states, and other partners to implement practical, field-oriented
initiatives that translate policy into action.

Insights must lead to implementation. IOFS stands ready to contribute to that

collective effort.

Thank you.
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Mr. Margulan Ibraimov, Referent, SCO Secretariat

YBakaemble konnern, lJamsl 1 rocnoaa,

[Mpexae Bcero, MNO3BOMbTE BblpasuTb OGnarogapHocTb AsepbangxaHcKon
Pecnybnnke n CekpetapuaTty CoBellaHus rno B3aMMOAENCTBUIO U Mepam
posepus B A3vn 3a npurnalleHne npuHATb ydactue B 3TOM  BaXXHOM
MepornpusaTun,  NOCBAWEHHOM  BorpocaMm  BogHoM  6esonacHoctM  w
KNUMaTn4yeckon yCTONYMBOCTU — BbI30BaM, akTyasibHbIM KaK 449 rocyJapcTB-

yneHoB CBMIA, Tak n ans ctpax LWOC.

Hawu permoHbl BO MHOMOM nepecekarTcst — reorpauyecku, KnmMmaTuyecku 1
coumanbHO-aKOHOMMYeckn. bonee nonosuHbl rocyaapcTte-dyneHos CBMOA
ogHoBpeMeHHO BxoadaT B WOC, 4To cBMOeTenbCTBYeT O BbICOKOM YPOBHE
COMPsKEHUS1 MHTEpecoB W NpobrnemHbix nonen. Mbl pasgensem ob6Luyto
00€eCNOKOEHHOCTb NO NOBOAY CTPEMUTESIBHOIO TagHUSA NEAHUKOB, NU3MEHEHUS
rMMOPOSIONMYECKOro pexnma, gerpagaumm 3KOCUCTEM U pucka 0BoCTpeHus

TpaHCrpaHn4HblIX BOAHbIX CMOPOB.

B otBeT Ha 3Tu BbI30BbI LLIOC nocnegoBatensHO yKpennaeT COTPYAHNYECTBO
B cdepe oxpaHbl Okpyxatowen cpegbl. 2024 roa, ob6bsABneHHbIn [o0aom
akonormn B WOC, ctan BaxHbIM 3TanoM B pPasBUTUM MHOFOCTOPOHHErO
COTPYOHMYECTBa MO OXpaHe OKpyXKalollen cpeabl. bbinn NpuUHATLI KNOYeBble
cTpaTerndyeckme [OOKYMeHTbl, cpeau KoTopblix CoBMecTHble noaxonbl
rocygapcte-uneHoB LWOC Kk pelweHuo akonorndecknx npobnem, [1naH
OENCTBUI MO peanuaaumm nHMunaTmBbl «3enéHbin nosic», MNnaH meponpusatnm
no peanusauun KoHuenuum cotpyaHnyecTsa B 0651acTn oxpaHbl OKpyXKaroLLen

cpenbl, 3asiBneHne 06 adhHEKTMBHOM ynpaBrneHm oTXogamu.

MpuHAaTOoe Ha AcTaHuMHCKOM cammute B 2024 rogy 3asBneHue rnas
rocygapcte-uneHoB LLOC o6 obecneveHnn 6e3onacHOCTM NNTLEBOWN BOAbI U
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CaHUTapumn noa4vYepkKHyJsio Ba)XHOCTb [AOCTyna K YMCTOW BOLE KaK OCHOBbLI
yCTOVIHVIBOFO pa3BUTnNA 1N 300pPOBbA HaACEJIeHUA. Q70T OOKYMEHT OTpaxaeT
CUCTEMHBbIM NoAXoa K BOAHOW MOMUTUKE N CNyXnt OCHOBOW a1 COBMECTHbIX
wiaros no npeogorneHn BOOHbIX PUCKOB, 0COBEHHO OCTpPO ouwyuwaemMmblXx B

pernoHe.

[MpaBoByto 6a3y Ansa 3KoNorM4eckoro B3ammogencTaus ykpenmno CornaiueHue
O cOTpyaHu4ecTBe B 0611acTu oxpaHbl OKpYKatoLlen cpeapbl, KOTopoe Co3aaéT
NPOYHbIN PYHOAMEHT ANA peanu3aunm NpakTUYeCcKUX Mep U KoopAuHauuu

ycunum mexay npodounsHeiMmn Begomcteamm ctpaH LLOC.

Bonbuwoe BHMMaHWe yaenseTtcsa Bonpocam 60pbbbl C n3aMeHeHnem knmvaTa. B
2022 rogy B CamapkaHge rnaBbl rocygapctB npuHsanu 3aaBfieHne o
BOMpocaM pearMpoBaHusi Ha W3MEHEHWEe KnumaTta, a B pasBUTME ITOro
OOKyMeHTa 6binia co3fgaHa cneumanbHasa pabodas rpynna, KoopanHUpYoLas

OEeNCTBUSA NO JINHUN I'IpO(*)MJ'IbeIX BEJOMCTB.

B despane 2024 roga 6bin nognucaH MemopaHaym O B3aMMOMOHUMaHUK
mexay Cekpetapuatom LLOC wn MNporpammonn OOH no okpyxatwLien cpene,
YTO CTano BaXHbIM LUAroM K yrnybneHnio MexxgyHapoaHoro B3anMoencTBus

B 00S1aCTV 9KONOrnNn.

HbiHewHmin 2025 roag no peweHunto rnae rocygapcte-yneHos LOC ob6basneH
[ogomM  ycToMumMBOro  passutus. 3ITO  pelleHne  crano  JIOTMYeCKUM
NPOAOSHKEHMEM IKONOrMYECKOM NOBECTKU, NOCNeA0BaTENbLHO BbICTpanBaeMomu
B pamkax OpraHusaumm, n oOTpaxaeT CTpPeMSIeHMe rocyaapCTB-YrieHOB K
BblpaboTKe cbanaHCUPOBAHHbIX PELLUEHNI, COYETAIOLLMX SKOHOMUYECKUIA POCT,

coumnanbHoe pasBUTUE U OXPaHy OKpY»KatoLLen cpeapl.

YBepeH, 4To cerogHsiHee obcyxaeHne 6yaeT cnocobCcTBOBaTbL YKPEMIEHUIO

I'IapTHépCTBa mMexay Hallnmn opraHn3aumnamm n npakTn4eCKkomy
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npoaBmXxeHM UMHNLUMNATUB B WUHTEpecax yCTOﬁquOFO N  3KOJTOrM4YecKku

OoTBETCTBEHHOIO 6y,uyu.1ero Ond BCero a3naTtCcKoro npocTtpaHCcTBa.

Cekpetapuatr LWOC rotoB un BhApedb pasBuMBaTb  KOHCTPYKTUBHOE
coTpyaHuyecTteo ¢ Cekpetapmatom CBMIA Ha ocHoBe nognucaHHoro B 2014
rogy MemopaHgyma o B3anMOMNOHMMaHUW, ONUMpasiCb Ha NPUHLUMNbLI B3AaUMHOIO
YBa)XXeHWS, B3aMMOJO0MONHAEMOCTU 1 0bLen 3anHTEPECOBAHHOCTM B peLleHnmn

OKOJ1I0MNM4YECKNX N KIMMMaTU4EeCKNX 3adad permoHa.

Brlaro,u,apm 3a BHUMaHKE.
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